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PREFACE.

' A Christian is one who knows Christ as a

friend, and knows, therefore, what Christ thinks

about politics, about fashions, about men's

trade and children's games, about things the

greatest and the least. A Christian is one who

sees his Master going along the narrow way of

right, across and athwart the ways of rival

sects, daring to be true, though priests con

demn and crowds shout .... A man who thus

knows Christ passes by temptation ; the mind

of the spirit is peace.'—Canon Barnett.



EXPLANATORY.

An enlightened pagan Lady comes to Eng

land to acquaint herself with the beliefs, the

habits, and the customs of Christians. She

has long been asking herself such questions as,

Who are the Christians ? What do they believe ?

What life do they lead ? How do they conduct

themselves towards each other ? Having made

inquiry and received impressions, she repoi'ts

as follows to a friend in India.

The City Temple, 1898.
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CHRISTIAN PROFILES

I.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS.

You have asked me to tell you all I can

about the people who call themselves

Christians. Though I have been a few

years in England I cannot yet write

English without making some mistakes,

and I may tell you at once that sometimes

I say the very thing I did not mean to

say. I now get a kind friend to read

what I write, and to correct the mistakes

which I so often make. I will get my

friend to read carefully what I am now
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writing, so that I may not mislead you in

relating what I have seen of the Christians

and their ways. Yon and I have often

read little books about them, but I could

not rest until I came to this country to

see the actual people themselves.

When I first came to England I said

to a very civil policeman,

' Where are the Christians ?'

And he used words I did not under

stand; and, do you know, I thought the

poor man had some kind of trouble on

his mind ; in quite a rough way he said,

' Foreigner, where was you brought up

not to know that we are all Christians ?'

'All Christians?' I timidly inquired,

and he said,

' Every man Jack but one, and every

cat and dog; why, bless you, this here

is a Christian country down to the door

mat and the scraper.'

I wondered what he meant when he said



FIRST IMPRESSIONS 3

that all were Christians but one. I did

not understand the man at the time, but

my friend has told me what he said. I

was so pleased to find that all the English

are Christians, for I thought perhaps the

Christians lived by themselves in very

beautiful gardens, or were dressed in

gold and lace, or never went out on the

streets and mingled with the common

public. But this is not at all the case—all

the English people are Christians, even

the policemen, and the House of Commons,

and the gamblers, and the sellers of

strong drinks, and the very richest of the

rich. You do not find a Christian here

and there, as you might find a very tall

man or a very mettled horse, nor do you

find Christians with labels round their

necks telling how good they are. When

you speak to anyone, no matter what his

clothes may be, he is sure to be a

Christian, even if he is riding in a car

B 2
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riage, and if he is not riding in a carriage

it is all the same. The policeman per

haps was only agreeable, though he was

not given to smiling, when he said the

door-mats were Christians, for I did my

self hear a lady saying to her boy who

had been walking in thick mud, ' Wipe

your feet like a Christian.'

Do you know why all English-speaking

people are called Christians ? I will tell

you. It is because they love a very won

derful person who lived long ago, whose

name was Jesus Christ. That is why.

They are Christ's-ones, Christians,—they

are called after their Master because they

love Him so, and do their best to carry

out everything that He told them to do.

They do not please themselves ; they

please Jesus Christ. Mahommedans are

called after Mahomet, and Buddhists after

Buddha, and Confucians after Confucius,

and in the same way Christians are called
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after Christ. And they are all Christians,

they all love Jesus Christ; and they

■would not allow anyone to speak a single

word against Him.

The prisoner is a Christian, and the

judge is a Christian; the murderer

and the man who hangs him are both

Christians. The woman with whom I

first lodged was a Christian, who stole

my pocket-handkerchiefs, and put my

sunshade where I could not find it any

more ; she was a Christian with a har

monium and a back parlour, and a Sunday

cap. She was a kind of Christian I did

not understand. I felt sure from what

holy men had told me in church that

Jesus Christ did not allow people to be

thieves. I was quite sure something was

wrong in that woman, so I got the sacred

books of the Christians, and I went as

often as I possibly could to their holy

places, and I heard hymns and prayers
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and sermons, and then I knew a good

deal better who the Christians were.

There is much difference amongst them.

I saw that some were good Christians and

some were bad Christians, just as some

apples are good and other apples are not

good, but I never call an apple-tree bad

because there may be one or two bad

apples growing on its branches. I soon

saw how far wrong I had been. The

policeman did not tell me the truth. You

must not believe all you hear upon the

streets, but you must read the holy books.

Sometimes the door-mats are quite as

much Christians as some of the people

who stand upon them.

I will tell you all I know about the real

Christians, and you will come to love

them as much as I do. I thought it right

to tell you about the policeman, because

you might be deceived as I was, and think

every man was a Christian simply because
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he spoke English. I know now that no

bad man is a Christian. That is a great

thing to know. The holy books of the

Christians have taught me this. You will

find it is the same with Christians as it is

with coins : some are real and some are

not real. You may say all men are men ;

some men you can trust, and some men

you cannot trust; some men are wise,

and some men are foolish. It is just the

same with Christians.

Let me tell you, and you must believe

me, some people call themselves Christians

who know nothing about Jesus Christ;

and you must always remember this, or

you will fall into many mistakes. I got

the holy books and read them, and I went

amongst the holy people and studied

them, so you may depend upon my word.

There is as much difference amongst

English speakers all over the world as

there is between nettles and roses, or as
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there is between wasps and birds that

sing, or even as there is between poison

and food. The nettle and the rose may

both be called vegetable, but it does not

follow that they are both beautiful.

The policeman did not mislead me

intentionally, as I have now clearly come

to see. A bishop would have given me

the same answer, but not in the same

words ; the bishop would have said,

' England is a Christian country,' or he

would have said, ' We are a Christian

people.' And what more did the poor

policeman say ?—a policeman whom I am

sure was carrying, as I have told you,

some trouble in his heart. I did not think

the policeman spoke good English, but for

all that he was an Englishman. So some

Christians do not speak good Christianity,

yet they would be offended if you thought

they were not Christians.

You see there is a difference. Grammar
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does not make the Englishman. A man

may be blind, but he is still a man.

There are some Christians who know they

are not good, but they very much wish

to be good, and because they want to be

good, really and truly want to be good,

God looks kindly upon them. A man may

be a very poor reader, but he may keep on

getting better and better until he can read

quite well. You must not stop him in

the middle of his bad reading, and tell him

that it is no use his going on ; you ought

to tell him to keep on reading, and tell

him that every day he will read a little

better than he read yesterday. It is just

the same with some Christians. They do

not do very well at present, but they try

to do better, and little by little they

improve, and by and by they come all

right.

Is it not the same when a flower is

growing? You must not look at it the
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first day and tell it that it is not worth

looking at, but you must wait many days,

and in the end you will see the flower in

its full beauty. Your little son, Musha,

may know nothing about the world he

lives in—how can he know much when he

is only two years old—and yet you do not

on that account deny that he is your son.

It may be just the same with some Chris

tians. An eagle is not born flying, but

he is born to fly. Do not mock him when

he falls out of his nest upon the hard

stones ; give him time, and give the

Christians time.

Perhaps you will ask me whether the

woman in whose house I first lodged had

not time to grow a Christian ? I must ask

you to wait. I have something to tell you

about that woman, which will show that

sometimes we have to wait for good things*

The seed does not grow up the very day

after it is put in the ground. There may
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be good things in a man's heart which

only time can bring into view.

The Christians have many sacred books.

I think there must be more than sixty,

but they are so small that they make only

one book which even a little child may be

strong enough to carry. The small books

were written by Moses, and David, and

Isaiah, and Jeremiah, and Matthew, and

Luke, and Paul, and others. Many of

these men, perhaps the whole of them,

belonged to the people called Jews.

When all the little books are gathered

into one book, the English people call it

the Bible.

The Bible is made up of two divisions :

the one is called the Old Testament, and

the other is called the New Testament. I

have read all the Bible through, yes,

every line and word of it, because I did

not think I could form a right opinion

about it until I had read it all. To read
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it all is one thing, but to understand it all

is quite another . . . Much of it I do

not understand, so I let it alone until I

have had more time to study it. Many

chapters—for I must tell you the English

Bible is divided into chapters and verses

—are all names, names of kings, and

warriors, and heads of families, and all

kinds of mighty men, and in some of the

chapters there are names of women who

did wonderful things in their own times.

It is quite unnecessary for me to know

all about these at present. I think many

people get wrong because they want to

know everything at once, instead of read

ing carefully and waiting patiently. Your

little son, Musha,—you see how I think

about him—does not know the names of

the mountains around him, but he knows

his father and his mother and his nurse,

and other things he will know by and by.

I do wish people understood the art of
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letting some things explain themselves by

time and experience. When you read the

holy books put aside all the parts you do

not understand and ask the best teachers

you can secure to tell you what they mean,

but never be in a hurry about these things.

It would really do Musha no good to make

him tell you the names of the mountains.

It is enough for the present to know and

to love those who are round about him.

I wanted to know almost first thing of

all about the wonderful God spoken of so

much in the Christian's Bible. He is a

wonderful God; I may say even more

wonderful than Jesus Christ, the great

man from whom the Christians, as I have

told you, take their name. I will tell you

about him little by little as I am able to

do so, but you must not turn over a single

page until you have read it every word,

for only in this way can you understand

the page which you have yet to read.
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No man has seen God ; no man can see

Him ; no man knows how He came to be

God ; God is a Spirit. The Christians say-

that God made the sky, the sun, and the

stars, the earth and the sea, and every

thing great and small. Yes,—really every

thing ! Things we see and things we do

not see, and things we cannot see until we

die, and perhaps not even then ! The

Christians say that they live and move and

have their being in God. and that God is

everywhere, and that He sees, and knows,

and hears everything in heaven and on

earth, and under the earth. I am not

saying these things are true or are not

true. I am only telling you what Chris

tians believe and teach about their wonder

ful God. They describe him as a Person ;

not as a breath, or an influence, or a force,

but as a separate, living, independent

Person. I tell you it thrills me. It makes

everything new to me.
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In some way or other God made all

the little flowers, so I dare hardly pluck

one even in wild places, for I think I am

stealing from the very hand of the living

God. It is not so wonderful to me that

God should make suns, and stars, and

great mountains, as it is that God should

make blades of grass, ears of corn, and

little birds, and even butterflies and insects.

That is certainly very wonderful.

Then the Christians tell me that God

sees us all, and that we cannot hide any

thing from Him. They say that the dark

ness makes no difference to God. The

Bible says the darkness and the light are

both alike to him. This is awful,—it

makes me quake and tremble very much,

and sometimes to feel as if God were

standing quite close to me and looking me

through and through. All this you will

find in the Bible.

"When I ask the Christians how the Bible
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knows so much about God, they tell me

that God Himself told good men what to

put into the Bible. Man only knows as

much about God as God has told him. In

this way the Christians came to think of

the Bible as God's book, or as some call it

the book of God. God did not write the

Bible with His own hand, but He told good

men what to write, so that they are quite

right in thinking that if God told the men

what to write, the book is the book of

God. The Spirit of God speaks to the

spirit of man. Spirit does not speak to

flesh, for flesh could not understand it ;

man is not akin to God in the flesh, but

he is akin to God in the Spirit: therefore,

the Spirit of God speaks to the spirit of

man, and does it in the words of man.

That is how the Bible comes to know so

much about God. How God does all this

I do not know, but this is what the

Christians believe, and I think it is most

beautiful.
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I am hoping that some day God will

speak to me,—perhaps He is speaking now !

This may be God's writing, though it may

have many mistakes in it ; of course it is

only natural that it should have mistakes,

but the thing you have to bear in mind is,

that the mistakes are mine, and that the

truth is God's. God has many names in

the Bible. You might think from the

names that there are many Gods when

you read such a list as :—God ; Jehovah ;

Lord of Hosts; Lord; Lord God Almighty;

Most High; the Holy One of Israel; Rock;

Shepherd ; the High and Lofty One ; the

most beautiful of all—Father ! These are

not different Gods, they are only different

names of the same God. It might be the

same thing with a man; he might be a poet,

an antiquarian, a philosopher, a farmer, a

hunter, a citizen, and we might sometimes

call him the one and sometimes the other,

but he would still be only the one man

c



18 CHRISTIAN PROFILED

though he might be called by many names.

The Christians say that because God

made all things, all things are God's, and

one day He will want to know what we

have done with them ! And this is not

all. God will one day want to know what

we have done with ourselves !

The Christians say there will be what

they call a Day of Judgment. Let me

tell you what I have heard about it ! No

man knows when the Day of Judgment

will come. It will come quite suddenly,

perhaps like a flash of lightning ; a great

trumpet will sound—such a long and

mighty blast as never was heard before

—and all men, and women, and children

will come in front of a Great White

Throne, and God will ask them all they

have done during the time they were

upon the earth ; and if they have done

well He will send them into a beautiful

city, far away above the sun, and if they



FIRST IMPRESSIONS 19

have not done well they will be sent into

darkness,—the Christians call it ' outer

darkness,' like blackness, like darkness

which the light can never get at ; I could

not tell you how dark it is, it makes me

blind to think of it. Will not that be a

wonderful day ?

That day will decide everything. Not

only Christians will come before the Great

Throne, but all men everywhere all round

and round the whole earth, the Indian

and the negro, the king and the peasant,

the dainty lady and the horrible savage, the

yellow Chinaman and the painted canni

bal. I am only telling you what the

Christians believe. Is it not wonderful ?

I think it is beautiful, and it is just what

ought to be. Is it right that bad men

should make other people suffer and never

be punished for it ? God will say, ' What

have you done to your wife, your child,

your manservant, and your maidservant,'

c 2
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and He will even say, ' What have you

done to the animals I have put under your

care ?' He will say to England, ' What did

you do to India? What did you do to

people whom you cheated?' God will say

to great countries, 1 Why did you go to

war? Why did you kill one another?'

This is what God will do. Is it not beauti

ful ? Is it not grand ?

Then every man will get what is due

to him, for the God of the Christians is

just. He will not spare the guilty, not

even if it was the king's son, but He will

be gentle to those who have not been able

to do much good because they have been

ill, or poor, or weak in mind. He will

know whether they meant to be good, and

if they did mean it God will be gentle

to them, just as you would be gentle to a

lame child who wanted to come to you

but could not because he was weak and

in pain.
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Do you know I begin to love the

Christians' God ? I love Him because He

is so full of love. He loves women and

children, and all who are in grief, and He

wants to save everyone 'who has done

wrong and is sorry for it. He will not

help men who are not sorry for doing

wrong.

The Christians say that God loves the

whole world, and they even say that He

loves India, and Japan, and China, as

much as He loves all the countries where

the English language is spoken. At first

I thought He was the God of the English,

or of the people who speak English,

wherever they may live. That was a

great mistake on my part. The God of

the Christians loves one part of the world

just as much as He loves another. He

will not force Himself into any heart, but

He will come into every heart that really

wants Him to come. The Christians have
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a beautiful picture which has come down

to them, through many centuries :—

' Behold 1 stand at the door and knock '—

think of that ! The heart is the door, and

God asks to come in—' if any man open

the door '—God will not force it open ;

it must be opened from the inside, which

you know is the custom of all hospitality

—' if any man open the door I will

come in.' This is beautiful, and how

simple it is ! But that is always the way

with the Christians' God when He wants

to bless men : He speaks to them as if

they were little children, and how can we

be anything but little children to Him

who made suns and stars that have been

burning in His sky so long? Why, the

very oldest man you ever knew, even

Samradi who wandered on the banks of

the Ganges for more than ninety-five

years, was only like your own Musha in

the sight of the great God who inhabits
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Eternity, and counts a thousand ages as

one little breath. The gods of the Vedas

are thirty-three, yea, and more and more,

and are not the demi-gods more than six

thousand in number ; and who can count

the deities of the Hindu ! But the God of

the Christians is One, and they say that

of His dominion there is no end.
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II.

SPIRITUAL DAWNINGS.

They say the gods of the Hindu are three

hundred and thirty millions,—why, they

must be more in number than the stars

that shine in the whole sky! Can you

really imagine the meaning of three hun

dred and thirty millions ? No mind can

think it. No fancy can dream it. The

Christians, I have told you, have only one

God,—one Father; how different from

three hundred and thirty millions of gods !

The Christians say that their God is more

tender and more loving than a mother who
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presses her first-born to her grateful heart.

Once I said to Nearcha,

' What if a panther should eat your little

babe,—the sweet flower of your life ?'

Nearcha said, ' The panther would have

to eat his mother first.'

Nearcha meant that she would stand

between the panther and her babe. That

is just what the Christians think of their

great Father God ! I have heard a holy

man say that before an enemy could hurt

a Christian he would have to destroy the

Christian's God. The Christians think

that God is all round them like the air,

or like the light, taking care of them, and

making their hearts happy because he

loves them.

I was so astonished when the Christians

told me that their God loves even women

and children ! Women and children are

thought of as souls or spirits just as much

as men are. The Jews did not always
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look upon girls as children in the same

sense that boys were children. All this

is done away by the Christ in whom the

Christians put their trust. Even in the

Old Testament you will find the names of

women, such as Miriam, and Deborah,

Sarah and Rebecca, Elizabeth and Maryr

and Phoebe and Persis, and many more.

One of the greatest men in the New

Testament, called the Apostle Paul, says

that in Jesus Christ there is neither male

nor female, bond nor free, but that all

people are equal in the sight of God.

Whenever the holy book speaks about a

baby it seems to kiss him. The first baby

I read about was called Moses. He was

a very beautiful child, and when he was

only three months old he was put into a

little cot made of bulrushes—a large kind

of bird's- nest—and the little cot was laid

upon the great river of Egypt. The king

of Egypt had made up his mind to kill all
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the boys born to the mothers of Israel, so

the mother of Moses tried to save her little

child. God saved the baby, and the baby

became a mighty man and wise, so that

his name runs through all the holy books

of the Christians. You can hardly open

one of those books without finding the

name of Moses. Then there was a beauti

ful boy-baby called Samuel; and last of all

there was the most wonderful baby of all,

who was born in a stable, the very baby

by whose name the Christians are called,

—Jesus Christ!

This great man was so fond of little

children ; what doyou think He did ? Boys

and girls were all the same to him ; when

mothers brought their children to Jesus

He took them up in His arms and blessed

them. Did ever a man take up a little

child into his arms without kissing him ?

Did ever a man pluck a rose without

smelling it ? It was just the same with
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Jesus Christ. When He took an infant

into His 'arms He pressed it to His heart

and sealed it with a kiss. Do not forget

His dear name,—Jesus Christ; I have

said it over and over again until it has

become like a little song in my ears. I

Want you to think of it, and say it, and

tell it to other people. Do you know I

think there is a blessing to be had even

by saying the sweet name over and over

again. The Christians say that it is a

name above every name, and I can well

believe it, for already it is making my

heart feel happier than it ever felt

before.

I have heard that if you speak about

Jesus to others, or even to your own heart,

Jesus Himself will draw near and fill you

with joy and peace ; and I can well be

lieve it, and I should be deeply sorry if I

had to give up this holy faith.

God loves all little things : when you
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come to read the holy books carefully you

will find that God takes care even of the

birds' nests, that He watches the falling

sparrow, that He counts the hairs upon

the heads of those who love Him, and that

He puts their tears in His bottle. The

Christians say that God knows every

thought in the heart and every word on

the tongue ; He knows when people go

out and when they come home, when they

rise up and when they sit down, and they

say that God sees in the dark just as well

as He sees in the light. This is the kind

of God I want to believe in. I can only

care for a God who cares for me. This is

not selfishness ; it is human nature at its

highest and at its best. That a fellow-

creature should care for me is a most

welcome thought; how welcome then must

be the grander thought that God who

made all things, great and small, watches

every step I take, and looks into the
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thoughts which I have not yet put into

■words. This is what the Christians be

lieve, and this is what they preach, and it

comes into the heart as an angel might

come. It is a wonderful thought. I

understand it only as the flower under

stands the morning sun.

The God of the Christians is more

wonderful than Varuna sung of in the

Vedas. That god seems to be all outside ;

very splendid and dazzling, but never

coming into the heart, never drying the

tears of sorrow, never thawing the ice of

despair. Does not Varuna sit in a palace

with a thousand gates, and thence does he

not descry the flying birds and the sailing

ships ? Doth not Varuna know the

twelve months one by one, and name by

name, and doth he not know the month

that is above the twelve ? Doth he not

spread his noose so as to catch men who

tell lies? And are they not wonderful
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nooses, never entangling the man who

speaks that which is true ? This is very-

good, but it is not enough. You will say

what need have we of the Christians'

God?

Did not one man pray to Varuna, ' If I

go along trembling like a cloud driven by

the wind have mercy, almighty, have

mercy ?'

I asked one of the great Christians

whether that was not enough? I said

that many gods claim to be almighty, and

that some of them professed to make a

distinction between right and wrong. I

sent him this very prayer, and his answer

I can give you just as he wrote it :—

' The prayer you quote is very good ; it

is a prayer I could pray to my own blessed

God. You must not think that Christians

deny that there is good in other religions.

They do nothing of the kind. They think

that in all religions there is something
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good, but that the Christian religion is

the only pure and true religion ; and they

do not only say this as if they were merely

boasting, they are willing to put it to the

test of real life, and they are willing to

adopt whatever religion works best and

does most good.'

That was the answer, for I got him to

write it down, so that I might make no

mistake about it. I like the idea of sub

mitting every religion to the test of daily

life. I prefer the sun to a candle, because

it gives me more heat and light. I prefer

a flower to a nettle. I prefer a bird that

sings to a bird that is silent. In the same

way I prefer a religion which makes men

good to a religion which makes them only

clever. If there were two organs and I

wanted to know which was the best, I

should not look at them nor measure

them, or even count their pipes, I would

play them and judge by the music. An
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organ is not good simply because it may

happen to be beautifully decorated ; it. is

the inside of the organ and not the outside

that determines its quality and value.

The Christians say that this is what they

would do with all religions, and which

ever religion made the best men they

would accept as true. Can you say any

thing better than this? Surely this is the

greatest test of all, and Jesus Christ Him

self was always ready to submit to it.

You must remember that the Christian's

God is the same in all climates. The old

Aryans lived in a cold climate, so they

made a hot god, and they made everything

about him brilliant and flower-like. The

Christian's God is the same in hot countries

and in cold countries,—in ice and in fire.

The Christian's God thinks that all men

everywhere and through all time are

fundamentally one. The Christians say
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that God made of one blood all nations of

men. The Christians make out that all

men are akin,—and that they are akin to

one another simply because they are all

akin to God.

(1.) When I ask the Christians about

God they always tell me that the best way

of knowing God is to study the Life of

His Son, Jesus Christ. That Life is

written in four little books called the four

Gospels. You can read them all through

in a few days, I think I may say in a few

hours. It is impossible for any man to

find out the true God for himself ; and it

is impossible for any man who has found

out God for himself to make any other

man understand who and what God is.

The man can tell all he himself knows,

but there is always something which every

man must find out for himself.

At first I did not like the answer which
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the Christians gave me about finding God

through Jesus Christ, but I now see that

the answer is wise and right. Jesus

Christ is God in the flesh,—God in the

body and form of a man,—God made so

plain that with our eyes we can almost

see Him shining through the body of His

dear Son. If Jesus Christ were nothing

but a man, the same as any other man, or

the same as the best man the world has

ever seen, the answer would not satisfy

me ; on the contrary, it would perplex and

disquiet my soul ; but the Christians say

that Jesus was so great, so good, so won

derful, that anyone who knew the Son

knew the Father also. This is what

Jesus Christ Himself said, ' He that hath

seen Me hath seen the Father;' 'He that

hath known Me hath known the Father

also.'

I told you that Jesus was born in a

stable and laid in a manger, in a little

D 2
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village called Bethlehem. Afterwards He

lived as a plain man, working for His

daily bread, just as any of us do, until He

was thirty years old, and after that He

began to teach.

I must ask you to note that Christ was

not a boy but a full-grown man when He

stood up to tell the people what He had

to say about God and truth. I often won

der what the thoughts of Christ could have

been during the silence of thirty years.

But we need not know such things. I do

not know what the rose has been doing or

thinking, if I may so say, during all the

time it has been growing; it is enough

for me to know that it has come to be one

of the most beautiful things I have ever

seen, and that it gives away its very soul

in most delightful fragrance. It is just

the same with Jesus Christ. How He

spent the thirty years at home, and what
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He was thinking all the time, we can

never know, but we can know what He

said and did when He came before the

world as a public man.

I have read all His printed words, and

they thrill me through and through. It

is all so strange ! The wonderful works

which Jesus Christ did are often called

miracles, or signs, or wonders ; amongst

those wonders are such actions as giving

sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf,

and life to the dead. He fed thousands of

people with a few loaves, and when His

disciples were in trouble He walked to

them on the sea without sinking! At

first I did not see how this could be, but

when I came to know Jesus better every

thing was quite plain. I soon saw that

Jesus Himself was much greater than any

of His own wonderful works. His works

were not so great as His words. Jesus was
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alive all over. His very clothes seemed

to be alive.

Once a poor suffering woman made her

way to Him in a great crowd, saying to

herself, ' If I may but touch the hem of

His garment I shall be made whole j' and

she did touch it, and she was made whole !

Jesus saidit was her faith whichhadbrought

healing and strength to her poor flesh.

You remember what a great horse the

proud Mazda rode ; you remember the

sweeping mane, the red nostrils, and the

kindling eyes,—was there ever so great a

horse known !—and you remember how

one night in his stable he trembled and

whinnied and neighed as if in mortal fear,

and the grooms did not know why, and

the proud Mazda himself could not explain

the shivering and terror of the noble beast.

But a wise old servant searched the stable

and found brushwood that had been
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brought from the jungle, and that brush

wood had been slept upon by a great

tiger for many nights, and the scent of

the cruel beast was detected by the sensi

tive nostril of the horse, and that scent

made the fiery steed quake and shiver in

mortal agony. You can put this to the

test with any horse. If you will carry a

bundle of straw on which a tiger has slept

into any stable the horses will tremble and

perspire as if the tiger itself were there.

Why then may not the clothes of Jesus

have had healing in them? Why think

that a tiger has more influence than a

man ? That the horrible fear was created

by the tiger is certain, is beyond all doubt,

why then may there not have come out of

the clothes of Jesus a healing and com

forting influence ?

I believe that all things could help us

if we could come to them in the right

way, all flowers, all winds, all sunbeams,
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all birds, and every leaf in the forest.

(2.) I must tell you that the sacred

books of India are now printed in the

English language, and many who speak

English are much pleased with them.

Reading our books in the English language,

I see beauties in them which I did not

before perceive. That is often the way

with books that are passed from one

language to another. A Christian told me

that in reading Luther's German Bible he

saw beauties in it which he had not seen

in the English Bible. Great men here

have turned the Sanscrit into most musical

English. A learned Christian has put into

English one of ourgreat hymnstotheDawn.

Here is a specimen taken from a book :—

'Thou who art a blessing where thou

art near, drive far away the unfriendly ;

make the pastures wide, give us safety!

Remove the haters, bring treasures I
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Raise up wealth to the worshipper, thou

mighty Dawn !'

The Christians do not pray in this way.

They always pray in the name of Jesus.

They do not pray to Jesus the man, but to

the God who is in Jesus.

You will ask me what Jesus has done

that God should hear and answer prayer

for His sake ? I will tell you. The

Christians say that Jesus died for sinners.

You will say, What are sinners ? I will

tell you : sinners are people who have

done anything wrong ! You are a sinner,

though you have never heard the word

before. I knew I had done wrong many

a time, but the word sin was new to me.

You cannot do wrong to a man without

committing sin against God. That is very

mysterious, but it is a doctrine which the

Christians hold very strongly.

Christians say that all men have done

wrong,—all men,—all men all over the
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world, and all women, and all children ;

they say that wherever there is a man

there is a sinner. If a man were to steal

your money the Christians would say that

the man has robbed God as well as robbed

you. They connect everything with God.

They are very fair about this, because they

not only connect everything bad, but also

everything good with God. Perhaps you

do not quite see what I mean ; then let me

tell you. If you saw anyone hungry, or

naked, and gave him food or clothes, the

Christians would say that you had not

only given these things to the poor man,

but you had also given them to God.

To come back to sin, I may tell you

that the Christians say that Jesus Christ

died that everyone might become right!

If you really believe that Jesus died for

you, it is quite certain that you will be

saved. Do you think it is easy to believe
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because it costs you nothing? That is

where people get wrong. It is not easy

to believe. It is very hard to believe.

The Christians say that you cannot be

lieve without doing good, without having

what they beautifully call a new heart, or

a clean heart, and if you yourself are not

good then they know in a moment that

you do not believe what you say you

believe ! If you say you believe and do

not the actions which should flow from

belief, then they will not believe a word

you say. They will think you have told two

lies, first that you believe, and second that

you wish actions to be thought good when

they are not good. If you think that you

can believe that Jesus Christ died for you,

and that you can still do all the bad

things you did before you ever heard of

Him, this is what the Christians call

error, and they are sorry for you. Belief

and action go together, the same as seed
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and harvest, the same as cause and effect,

the same as love and help.

If you really believed that your dear

little child was going to die, you would do

all you could for him. "Why would you

do all you could for him ? Simply because

you have a certain belief about him. If

you had not the belief you would not

send for the physician. If you believed

the contrary, you would not allow the

physician to come to the house. So you

see everything turns upon belief. If you

believe with all your heart that Jesus

died for you, and rose again, you would

do all in your power to please Him because

you would be so thankful and so happy.

Now let me tell you how this is. I will

show you how belief comes out of the

heart into the hand and makes a new hand

of it. I told you that the woman with

whom I lodged when I first came to Eng
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land stole my handkerchiefs and put my

sunshade where I could not find it any

more. Now I keep my promise to tell

you something more about her. That

same woman has brought back to me all

the things she took away! Is it not

wonderful !

' What makes you bring back all these ?'

I said to her.

' I must bring them back and say I am

very sorry,' she answered.

Then I said to her, ' Why ? If you

had to bring them back at all, why did

you not bring them back long since?'

Then the poor woman wept very much,

and turned away her face from me, and

after a long time she said to me,

' I am a Christian now.'

'A Christian?'

' Yes. I believe in Jesus ; He died for

me, and He has saved my soul.'

Then I said to her,
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1 What has this to do with bringing

back my things ?'

' Because,' she said, ' I could not love

Jesus and be a thief.'

Then the poor woman was with me a

long time, and she told me how much

trouble she had passed through : how she

had lost her only little son by death, and

how in her trouble she had heard about

Jesus from a holy man. If she had not

brought back my things she would have

been what the Christians call an impostor

or hypocrite. Her faith would have been

worthless. It might have been something

in the head but was nothing in the heart,

and Christians say that everything de

pends upon what the heart believes and »

loves.

You see by this that it is not so easy to

believe but very hard, and that when men

do really believe they have to prove their

belief by doing things not easy to do.
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When a man believes really and truly in

Jesus Christ, he goes over all his past life,

and if he has stolen anything he takes it

to the man from whom he stole it, and

when he has hurt anyone he tries to make

it up by kindness, and if he does not do

this, it is no matter what he says, Jesus

will not have him as a disciple, and Jesus

will not listen to his hymns, even if he

was to sing as loudly as a high w/nd that

shakes the trees. A man cannot sing to

Jesus unless he believes in Jesus. Jesus

only listens to songs of the heart. He

cares nothing for fine words or for fine

music, He cares only for the loving heart

that seeks Him and cries for Him with

all the passion of painful hunger and

thirst.

I must tell you that Jesus is the only

Son of God. You must fix your mind

upon that point. Through this Son He

will have many millions of sons, but
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Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of

God.

You know that King Harichandra had

no son though he had a hundred wives.

You know that he prayed to Varuna for

a son, and that he promised to sacrifice

the child to Varuna, and you know how

Harichandra lied. He received the son,

but did not offer the sacrifice.

It was not so with the God of the Chris

tians. He was born that He might die. He

came into the world on purpose to die for

sinners. He laid down His own life in love,

and took it again in power. He might

have saved His life, but He did not. If

strong men had killed Him that would not

have been a sacrifice ; it would have been

only a murder. Men now go to Jesus

and ask Him to save their souls, and when

their souls are saved they go out and

work for Jesus. If they did not love
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Jesus they would not want to work for

Him, but when they love Jesus they can

not help working for Him. They do not

work for Him because some one has told

them to do so, they work for Him because

their own hearts will not allow them to

rest until they have tried to do good to

others.

Men all over the world are more loved

by Christians than by any other people.

Other nations let men perish, but Chris

tians try to save them. They go into all

countries and learn all languages that

they may tell all men about Jesus. They

put themselves to very much trouble, and

they give very much money, to make the

dear name of Jesus known all over the

world. If you ask them why they do it

they always say, ' The love of Christ con-

straineth us.' This is the way by which

they know that they are true Christians,

E
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not by what they say but by what they

do. The Christian says he belongs to

Jesus, and whatever Jesus tells him to do

he says he must do it, however hard it is

and cost what it may.

I want to say this over and over to you

to get it well into your mind. That is

how you may know a Christian, and that

is how you may know how many are

Christians, in name only and not in action.

All trees are not fruit-trees, and if they

pretend to be what they are not they are

like false and worthless Christians.

(3.) A great man has told me that the

life of Jesus Christ may be written in three

words. And the same man told me that

all we need know about God Himself can

also be told in words only three in number.

Is it not wonderful ? Would you like to

know what the three words are ? I can



SPIRITUAL DAWNINGS 61

tell you. I got the great man to write

them in my book and to sign his name.

The book is called an album, and in it

I am glad to get the names of good people

who are kind enough to favour me with

their signatures. The three words about

God are—' God is love ' ; and the three

words about Jesus are—' I have com

passion.' Compassion and love mean very

nearly the same thing; you may say God

is love and Jesus is compassion, and Jesus

once said, so that all the people round

about Him could hear His words,—' I and

My Father are one.' It was the same

thing as if He had said love and compassion

are one. Jesus did not say Father and I,

as if His Father were better; He made

Himself equal with God. The wonderful

thing is that Jesus was one with man and

one with God.

When it says that Jesus had compassion,

it means that He pitied the people and

E 2
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cared for them and always wanted to help

them ; He gave them bread and fish when

they were hungry ; when the people were

sick He healed them ; when His disciples

were tired He bade them ' rest awhile.'

Once Jesus said the people were like

sheep without a shepherd, and He wanted

to be a Shepherd to them all. He was not

satisfied to be a Shepherd of a few. As

He died for the whole world, so He wished

to be the Shepherd of the whole world.

That is why His people loved Him.

He lived much in an old and beautiful

city called Jerusalem. There He did many

kind deeds,and there He spoke many tender

words. But the city was not grateful.

The people of Jerusalem never did care

for great and good men; it stoned them

and killed them. When His work was

nearly done, Jesus came near the city,

and whilst hot tears rolled down His
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cheeks, He said, in a tone of great pity—

'O Jerusalem, Jerusalem.' He was full

of sadness because the people had turned

away from His kind teaching.

Jesus was killed at Jerusalem. All the

rulers, and scribes, and great men hated

Him and nailed Him to a cross. His death

upon the cross is called His crucifixion.

But about this you must read the holy

books of the Christians. When anybody

tells you anything about Jesus Christ be

sure to read the books and always believe

the books rather than the people. The

books are always right. Read for yourself.

Do not let anybody come between you

and the books. This is what Jesus Christ

Himself said. He wanted men to believe

Him only on account of what He did and

what His religion did. He said, ' Believe

Me for the works' sake'; and He said, 'A

tree is known by its fruit'; and He said,

' By their fruits ye shall know them.'
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■ Jesus rules by reason. He does" not

strike men blind and then tell people to

follow Him; He opens their eyes and

clears their minds, and then sweetly bids

them follow Him. This is grand !

I think I can show you what this means

if you remember what I told you about

the policeman who spoke roughly to me

when I first came to this country and in

quired about the Christians. I have come

to know the policeman, and he is much

better than I once thought he was. I have

been told something about his family life,

and when you hear it I think you will see

that it makes the influence of the religion

of Jesus Christ very clear.

It appears that his youngest son had run

away some years ago, and that by his bad

life he had broken his mother's heart.

The policeman told me this, and his eyes

were filled with tears as he explained how
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his dying wife had said on the very day

she died,

' Mind, if Willie comes home, you treat

him kindly, for my sake.'

When the policeman said this to me he

turned away his head, and was in sore

trouble. It takes a great deal to make so

strong a man shed tears.

You may imagine how much he felt the

death of his wife and all her sorrow, when

I tell you that for a long time he was

unable to speak another word. He was

not crying about his son, but about his

heart-broken wife. He was in great bitter

ness against his son. The pain the boy

had given his mother prevented the father

having any feeling of love for him.

A long time after this the policeman

told me that holy men had been speaking

to him about Jesus Christ, and made him

a new man.

Now you will see what the religion of
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Jesus Christ did for him. One evening I

was in the policeman's house, and as we

were talking together about the religion of

Jesus a knock came to the back door, and

who should be there—at his own father's

back door—but Willie 1 The very Willie

who had killed his own mother. When

the men saw each other they were silent.

I could almost see the sob that was in the

father's throat. Willie was the first to

speak j he hoarsely said—

' Father !' and the policeman said in a

thrilling voice—

' My boy !'

When I left them I felt that ' Jesus

Himself drew near.' This is how the

religion of Jesus works. Nothing but the

religion of Jesus could have brought these

separated hearts together. If the police

man had not received Willie lovingly he

would not have had the spirit of Jesus in

his heart. ' If any man have not the
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spirit of Jesus in his heart he is none of

His.' Now, do you see what I mean by

Jesus Christ calling upon the people

standing around Him to believe Him for

the works' sake?

Christians tell me that Jesus is always

nearest when they need Him most.

Almost everybody wants Jesus when there

is trouble or death in the house, but He is

not always asked to come to a wedding, or

a dance, or a feast of wine, because the

people then want to be gay, and to be

admired for their finery. When there is a

funeral it is very different. Then the

people put away all their feathers, dress

themselves in black robes, and shed many

tears, and send for holy men to tell them

about Jesus. And the wonderful thing is

that Jesus never refuses to come. You

would think He would say, 'No, you did

not ask Me to your feast, so I will not
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come to your funeral.' This is not at all

the spirit of Jesus. 'When He was

reviled, He reviled not again.' 'When

He suffered, He threatened not.' That is

the Jesus I want you to love, and I think

if you do love Him you can give a good

reason for doing so. Our love is but a

return for His own love. The Christians

say, ' We love Him because He first loved

us.' Love is the reason of love. It is not

the case of loving something that is very

beautiful without being useful ; it is the

case of answering love by love, as a flower

might be the answer of the earth to the

warmth of the sun.

Jesus is the enemy of trouble. Jesus

fights death, and they say that one day

He will kill it, and that the time will come

when no one will remember that anyone

ever died. Jesus cannot rest until He has

cleared away all sin, and all trouble, and

pain and death. ' He must reign until He
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has put all enemies under His feet.' In

reality there is but one enemy, and the

name of that black and dreadful foe is Sin.

I must tell you one thing Jesus did, and

you will love Him. One day He was in

a little town, and as He was walking about

the streets He met people carrying away

the dead body of a young man to be

buried. The young man was the only

son of his mother, and she was a widow.

Was it not sad? What did Jesus do?

He caused the people to stand still, and

He touched the bier on which the dead

body lay, and as He did so, He said,

'Young man, 1 say unto thee arise,' and

the young man sat up, and Jesus gave him

back to his mother. What a happy home

it would be ! How ghostly everything

in that house would feel for a long

time !

The young man had been in a place



CHRISTIAN PROFILES

that the Christians call Heaven. What

had he seen ? Had he seen God ? Had

he seen his own father? Had he seen

how this poor little world looks from so

great a distance ? We cannot tell. What

we can tell is that Jesus had a kind heart,

and that He had more power than death.

No man can raise the dead. But Jesus

did this again and again, and because He

did so He could not possibly have been a

mere man. Then what was He ? He had

the power of God, so the Christians call

Him the God-Man, ' God with us,' and one

of His disciples called Him, 'My Lord

and my God,' and Jesus did not rebuke

him, which He must have done if the man

had been wrong.

The Christians say that Jesus Christ is

always using the words which he spoke

as He stood beside the bier on which the

dead body lay, ' Young man, 1 say unto

thee arise.' Jesus never calls upon
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people to go down ; He calls upon them

to arise from sin, from slavery, from error,

from self-indulgence, from all things

wrong. No man can be constantly with

Jesus, or under the influence of Jesus,

without ' rising ' higher and higher, until

he becomes a citizen in the beautiful city

of God.

I feel that Jesus is not far from me. I

think I could speak to Him, He is so

near. I often speak to the breezes that

are blowing towards the land of my

birth ; and along these invisible paths, or

by the lips of these invisible messengers,

I send messages to you all,—yes, messages

in plain words, messages in my mother

tongue, and I feel that you will get them

all in one way or another. Do you call

me foolish ? I cannot be foolish to think

that such loving words cannot be lost. It

may take a long time for my messages to

reach those whom I love, but I remem
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her that it takes sometimes thousands

upon thousands of years for the light of

the stars to reach the earth. The air is

full of poetry which somebody must have

spoken. This is one of the ways in which

I account for the happy influences that

fall upon my life and make it rich with

great blessings. Of all such things the

heart is the best interpreter.

Since I have walked with Jesus and

entered into His spirit, I feel how much

better it is to live in a sensitive universe

than to crumble away in a dead creation ;

to live in Jesus is to have all things made

new day by day. Since I loved Jesus all

the flowers are new, and all the birds, and

all the little children are visible images

of the unseen but watching angels.
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III.

OTHER PEOPLE'S IMPRESSIONS.

I cannot write better English, but I do

now understand many of the words much

better. You know that the fruit of the

vine—the beautiful purple grape—is not

to be swallowed whole, but is to be first

peeled and then crushed in the mouth.

Plums are not to be swallowed stones and

all. It is the same with words. You not

only want to know a grape when you see

one, and to be quite sure that it is a

grape, you want to do much more than

this—you want to taste it, and to taste it

in the right way.

It is, I say, just the same with words.

You may know a word as well as a grape,



64 CHRISTIAN PROFILES

and yet not taste it. You may know the

word Jesus, and yet only know it by the

outside, which means that you really do

not know it at all. You may see a rose

through a window, and never know that it

is fragrant. It is the same with Jesus.

You must live with Jesus if you would

really know what He is.

People tell rne that they judge a picture

by living with it ; they mean to say that

they place it on their walls, and look at it

from week to week, and if it grows upon

them, and becomes almost necessary to

them, it is to them, at all events, a good

picture. No one can tell what love is;

you must love to know love. So with

Jesus, the true grape, the beautiful rose,

the sweet, sweet, sweetest Heart, before

you can truly know how deep and

tender is His love. Before I do any im

portant thing I now say, ' What would
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Jesus do ?' and the very asking of the

question is itself an answer. When you

know Jesus you know what He would like

you to do. You need not puzzle your

mind over it, because you are only

silencing His voice in the heart and con

science. To Him who loves Jesus all

things in life are made plain. To live

with Jesus is to live with God. All that

I have to do is to pay attention to the

voice that is speaking within my heart,

and I will soon get an answer to my true

prayers. I must not speak my own voice,

nor must I tell my heart what I want it

to say, I must simply lie in the arms of

Jesus like a little child and He will tell

me what to do.

I have seen a man who is very angry

with the Christians. He is a Turk—a

very nice man to look at, his eyes are

large and dark and full of a strange light,
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and as for his voice it soothes and charms all

who hear it. I think he is a most danger

ous man, because you can never be quite

sure as to his real meaning. When he

looks at you he seems at the same time to

look beyond you, as if he was watching

another face in the far distance and taking

signs from it as to what he ought to say.

He hates the Christians, though he makes

them think that he loves them very much.

A Christian asked the Turk to write his

name in a book which is kept for the

names of friends, and at once he took the

pen and with much grace wrote in the

book. The Christian was greatly pleased,

so much pleased that he thanked the Turk

over and over again and showed the writ

ing to many Christians. They did not

know the Turkish letters, and of course

they could not read the name. But one

day a holy missionary who had been long
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in Turkey saw the book, and what do you

think the Turk had written? The Turk

had not written his own name at all :

what he did write was this :—

' Allah! Curse the infidel /'

I told the Turk that the writing had

been translated to the Christians, and I

asked him why he had written so wicked

a word when he was requested simply to

write his name. He did not seem to

be ashamed of what he had done. He

said that I myself would have done the

same if I had been treated in the same

manner by the Christians, and I asked him

how? He then put his hand into his

pocket and drawing out a paper he said,

' This will explain to you, I think,

something of my life amongst the English

Christians.'

The account was written in English, and

this is part of it :—

v 2



68 CHRISTIAN PROFILES

' This is a strange country, most certain

ly. Let me tell you something about the

people. I go into the courts of justice,

and who do you think is being tried ?

Not little ill-behaved boys, but solicitors,

superintendents of police, chief inspectors,

the very men who have been chosen to

protect the country, and when they are

sentenced they whine and cry like threat

ened hounds. Well, I say, you are

indeed a nice people, just the very people

to lecture poor Turkey.

' I go into the Stock Exchange, and I

hear more lies told in one short winter's

day than I could write down in a whole

week in summer; the men are hatching

reports, starting rumours, taking in the

innocent, robbing the widow and orphan,

and gambling all day long. When it

suits them they praise my country, when

it suits them they blame my country;

money will turn the scale either way. So



OTHER PEOPLE'S IMPRESSIONS 69

I say, " You are a very nice people."

'Then I go into the church to see what

is done there. It is very much like going

into the Stock Exchange. The people

there buy and sell livings. The livings

are often disposed of by the auctioneers.

If you bid five hundred pounds, and

another man bids five hundred guineas,

he will get the cure of souls, and you

won't. The bishop speaks, and the clergy

man contradicts him. The bishop brings

him to the law, and the people give him a

testimonial. Then I go again in the omni

bus, and see " Beware of pickpockets,"

and I say, "Which? The big ones or the

little ones ?"

'Then, in this fine heaven of a most

morally salubrious country, they have a

chapel as well as a church. Chapel bites

church, and church scratches chapel.

The chapel minister must not preach in

church, and the church minister must not



70 CHRISTIAN PROFILES

preach in chapel ; but they meet one

another at luncheons, and say they are

overflowing with brotherly love, and hope

to meet one another in a better land,

perhaps meaning Turkey. Chapel is very

queer, and church is very queer, so I go

again in the omnibus, and I see " Beware

of pickpockets," and I say, " I see now what

you mean ;" and I say to the omnibus man,

"That is very strange; why do people

have any pockets ? If the people had no

pockets they could not be picked." And

the man calls a policeman to give me in

charge on something which he calls

suspicion ; but the policeman is not there,

so he shakes his fist at me, and calls me a

Turk, and says something which is not

like church, and lets me go.

' Then I go again among the courts, and

husbands and wives are being divorced ;

directors are being charged with fraud ;

merchants are suing one another for
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damages ; Adam is sentenced to three

weeks' imprisonment for kicking, smash

ing, and half killing Eve, and a little boy-

is sent to prison for six months for steal

ing a turnip; so I come out, and go in

the omnibus, and see "Beware of pick

pockets," but I say nothing.

' I hasten away to see the Prime

Minister, and as I go along I ask a man

where the Prime Minister lives, and the

man says, "Beware of him; he has no

principles ; he has no conscience ; he has

no policy ; he does not care what laws are

passed, so long as he can keep his office

and his pay ; you go and see the man who

was Prime Minister before him." So I go

to see the ex-Premier, and another man

says, " Beware of him ; he has radicalism

on the brain ; he harasses all interests; he

disestablishes churches ; he approves of

the eastward position," and much more the

man says ; and then I wonder why they do
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not take them both up on suspicion. And

then I remember that perhaps the police

man is never there when he is wanted ; so,

as I cannot see those very great ministers

who spend their time in trying to strangle

one another—

' I go to see the physicians and the

surgeons and the doctors, and what do

you think I find ? I find church and

chapel, and " Beware of pickpockets " over

again. I just do find that, and nothing

else, in this garden of the soul, this very

holy England, that celebrates the birth of

Christ by getting very much drunk. One

doctor says bolus, and another says

globule; Globule calls Bolus a butcher,

and Bolus calls Globule a quack, and

the hydropathist says, " Beware of pick

pockets." And Bolus will not speak to

Globule, though Globule says, " Let us

make it up and begin again," and Bolus

says, " Never, as long as I live I will
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leech, and blister, and cup, and bleed,

and do things with scientific vigour."

And I say to myself, " Why are they not

all taken up on suspicion ?" And I say,

"This is sweet Christian England." '

I was much confused when I read this

account, for I knew at once that a good

deal of it was likely to be quite true.

Another Turk, much younger, but who

had received similar treatment in England,

also gave me some notes which he had

made upon English life and manners.

This Turk had written an account of his

observations, and printed it, and from that

printed account I quote the following :—

' He has hardly settled in his lodgings

until he runs downstairs in the utmost

eagerness in answer to a loud cry of

"Turk! Turk!" but he finds to his

amazement that the people are calling in
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a large dog, and he returns to his room

declaring that when he gets home he will

have an enormous dog of his own and

distinguish it by the name of " Christian."

Every day in the week except Sunday he

eats his meals in his own room ; on Sun

day he joins the happy circle on its tea-

drinking way to chapel, and is entranced

by the music of a harmonium purchased

on the thirty years system of wearing a

thing out and then denying you ever had

it. He finds the cat a large institution in

a Christian family. The cat eats his

bacon ; the cat runs away with his

clothes ; the cat drinks his milk ; the cat

makes away with his cheese ; the cat

upsets his brandy-bottle ; and the cat looks

none the better for it; it is lank, forlorn,

consumptive, permanently engaged in

nightly excursions upon the roofs of

adjoining houses, and as permanently en

gaged in dozing before the fire all day.
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He is about to suggest that the cat can

be taken up on suspicion, but painful

memories bring the suggestion to an un

timely end. "With a Turk for a dog, and

a thief for a cat, he finds that a little

amusement of some sort would help him

through the long evenings, and be useful

to him in many ways. The idea is good.

This quiet little family often has a quiet

little amusement in the way of dark

seances, in which departed spirits pinch

the ears and tap the heads of loving

friends who have come together to sit in

the dark and take whatever Providence ,

may send them under the table. The

Turk liked this. It touched his venera

tion and fancy, and might perhaps have

made a Christian of him, had he not dis

covered the hand of a medium stealthily

groping for the pocket where his money

was ; but he said nothing, and did nothing

further than to thrust a pin into the
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thievish hand, which made the medium

say that there was one unbeliever present,

and that the spirits were angry, and mis

chief might follow if they did not light

the gas and quiet the air by playing the

harmonium. The Turk asked what an

" unbeliever " was, and was giggled at as

very ignorant ; and when he quoted the

eleventh commandment, " Beware of pick

pockets," the people said they did not

see what he was driving at, and the quiet

little party broke up in confusion ; and

soon after the Turk, worn out by the in

corrigible cat, changed his quarters, and

drew a moral from the instructive past.'

When he had gone Maria confessed that

she had taken two bottles of pomatum, but

she always understood there was no harm

in taking things from a Turk. Bertha

owned that she had taken three bottles of

scent, which she would not have taken if
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she had not thought that very likely he

got it for next to nothing on account of its

coming from ' somewhere foreign.' And

the youngest son acknowledged that he

had taken two handkerchiefs on the same

understanding—viz., that Turkey handker

chiefs cost nothing, and he had taken them

more by way of curiosity than anything

else; but he wanted none of the Turk's

handkerchiefs, and he wished he had never

seen them—a statement which owed its

truthfulness largely to the fact that a

washerwoman had stolen them from him,

and he had nothing to show for his clever- .

ness in taking in the Turk.

I told you there are bad Christians, and

I have also told you that there are good

Christians. I think it right to let you

know what these Turks thought of the

English. It is no use to shut our eyes

against facts. I may tell you that the



78 CHRISTIAN PROFILES

Bible itself never conceals the faults of

those who profess to love God. This is

very wonderful to me. The Bible gives

you both sides of man's character. It

does not paint pretty pictures; it faithfully

describes men and things just as they are.

This is what I have tried to do in giving

you some account of my life among the

Christians.

When a man speaks ungrammatically,

do you blame the grammar of the language

which he abuses? Do you say what a

very bad language this is, because this man

speaks it so badly? Do you not rather

say the language itself is right, but this

man does not know how to speak it ? That

is just what you should do when you are

face to face with men who call themselves

Christians and speak the language of their

faith very badly. Blame the speaker, not

the religion. When you meet a man with
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a broken leg, do you think that all his

fellow-countrymen are lame? You do

nothing of the kind. Then why think that

because you have met one lame Christian

that all Christians are unable to walk ?

You remember the man who lived next

door to you when you were a little boy

at home? I remember him well. How

that poor man stammered ! How painful

it was to hear him ! You know how ill-

behaved children used to mock him, and

thus give him pain. Because that man

stammered so distressingly, did you ever

think of calling all your neighbours

stammerers? That is just what I wish

you to do when you think about the

Christians. Some of them do stammer in

a most painful manner ; but I should be

unjust if I did not tell you that many of

them speak with fluency and eloquence.
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IV.

ILLUSTRATIONS.

I asked one of the true Christians about

the bad ones, and he told me that he

had seen a good many of them, and had

written an account which he would like

me to read. This was his story :—■

John Armstrong is the very man to

help me in my mission amongst the poor.

What John's personal record is I am not

quite at liberty to tell at this moment;

perhaps it may appear little by little, for

his experience was really the secret of

his success as a social labourer. One of
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John's favourite mottoes was, that every

man must be fought with his own weapons

if you were really to triumph over him

along the whole line of his personal pecu

liarities. Many a time I have ventured to

call John's attention to very sublime prin

ciples, but I grieve for my own sake to

say that John invariably preferred his own

mottoes.

John was immensely assisted in nearly

every department of his work by a very

peculiar gift of disguise and impersonation.

In my own mind—a secret which I never

breathed to him—John's name was David

Garrick. It is, of course, expected that

in working out schemes of Christian bene

volence there must be a certain percent

age of fraud on the part of the benefici

aries. The beneficiaries themselves never

regarded their policy as being fraudulent ;

to their peculiar minds their action was

simply a display of superior tactics.

G
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John was visiting missionary. Ho was

not content to give the people tea and

buns at a public table, he made a point of

visiting the people at their homes and

entering unaffectedly and helpfully into

their daily life. I have never seen an

instance in which this house-to-house

work was regarded other than favourably

by the people. John's simple, frank,

cheery manner opened all doors because

it first opened all hearts.

One of the nightly attendants at our

Social Club told John that a visitor had

called upon him and tried to lure him

away from the mission, but that the

visitor had been repulsed with heavy loss.

' He was a mean, sneaking fellow,' said

Sam Wardling, the man in question, ' but

he got the wrong man by the nose when

he laid hands on me.'

'What did he say, Sam, and what was

his business altogether ?
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' He asked me if I didn't think that the

mission was conducted on wrong princi

ples, and I told him that they were princi

ples that suited me very well and lots of

other fellows, and I thought the best

thing he could do was to clear out and not

try to come it over me.'

' Then you didn't form a good opinion

of your visitor ?'

' I told him that I didn't want anybody

to interfere with our work, and that if he

wanted to be told the truth about it, he

had better see my wife and she would let

him know her mind without taking a long

time to do it in.'

' The man didn't say anything to you

about giving you money, did he?'

' Money was named, but I told him

that he had come to the wrong man

if he wanted to buy me off with such

stuff.'

' You didn't give him a hint that your

g2
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wife might be disposed to look kindly on

half-a-crown ?'

' Never !' said Sam, assuming an air of

incorruptibleness in the matter of bribery.

' I may as well tell you, Sam, that I

have seen the man, and he gave me a very

different account of his interview with

you !'

' Then he is exactly the liar which I

took him to be,' Sam definitely replied.

' Well,' said Armstrong, ' it is perfectly

clear to me that if he is not a liar you are

one, and that if you are not a liar he is

big enough for seven at least.'

Sam declared that he would be glad to

meet the man face to face in Armstrong's

presence, and Armstrong should judge

which was the truthful man.

' That is the way, Sam ! But before we

go into the matter let me clearly under

stand the exact position of things. You

mean to say that you spoke well of the
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club, that you refused the half-a-crown,

and that you as good as ordered the man

out of your house ?'

' That is exactly how the thing stands,

and the sooner I meet the rogue the

better.'

' He did not oflfer you two or three

railway-tickets for an excursion into the

country, did he? on the understand

ing that you would leave our club

and join one he himself was getting

up?'

' If he had done that I would have

chucked him and his tickets out of the

window.'

' Then you are prepared to go with us

on our annual trip into the country on the

fourteenth of this month ?'

' Certainly.'

'Will your wife and three children

go with you if we can find room for you

all?'
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' On that you may make up your mind,'

said Sam.

' Our trip is on the fourteenth, and that

other man offered you tickets for the

nineteenth ?'

' Just so.'

' And you refused them point-blank ?'

' Point-blank,' said Sam.

' What was the man like ?'

'A mean, greasy little hypocrite. He

was not more than five feet six in height,

and I think he would not have objected to

smoke a pipe with me, if I had been fool

enough to invite him.'

John Armstrong then made a little

speech denouncing hypocrisy, and Sam

applauded every word of it by beating a

little table with his knuckles. Armstrong

had often told me that he suspected the

sincerity of Sam Wardling, although he had

no positive evidence of Sam's hypocrisy.

Armstrong had made up his mind to put
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"Wardling to the test, and now he saw that

the opportunity was put into his hands.

' If I find the man out and bring him

to my house, will you face him in my

presence? I think you know, Sam, that

this wheedling kind of game ought to

be exposed and put down, and we are

the men to manage it if you will be

faithful to me.'

' That I will,' said Sam.

It was agreed that when Armstrong

was ready he would send "Wardling word

to that effect, and it was further agreed

that "Wardling would come along at once

and take up the cudgels on behalf of the

club he loved so well. John Armstrong

lived quite near to the club, so that

Wardling had no difficulty in finding

his house. Nor had Armstrong any

difficulty in finding the man who had

waited upon Wardling and sought to

bring him over to a new association.
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Armstrong took a week in which to make

his arrangements, meeting Wardling from

time to time at the club, and signifying

to him that the whole arrangement was in

process, and might be carried into effect

almost at any hour. The precise hour ar

rived, and the seducer awaited Wardling in

the little parlour of my chief missionary.

The moment Wardling entered the room

he shook hands with the stranger and told

him that if he used him well and took the

cue from his face Sam would make it all

right with him.

' Very well,' said the seducer, ' my

name is Arthur Pitlock, and you may

rely on my confidence. We must work

together in this business. When you

want me to say " No " to anything just

raise your left eyebrow, and when you

want me to say " Yes " close both your

eyes and keep them shut until I have

time to count three. It is all very well,
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i

you know, but these fellows want to make

money out of the working-classes, whereas

at our club we want to put money into

their pockets ;—all in an honourable way,

you know, and all above board after a

given point, but up to that point we shall

have to be as cautious as a tom-cat when

he is walking along a wall covered with

sharp glass. If this man was a real

gentleman, do you think he would keep us

waiting here so long ?'

' 1 am beginning to wonder,' said Sam,

4 what can be keeping him ; do you think

he can be giving us the slip ?'

' I have my suspicions about the busi

ness, and with your consent I will leave

you here for two or three moments whilst

I go out to see how matters stand.'

- Arthur Pitlock accordingly went out,

and had not been gone certainly for more

than one minute when in walked the

faithful Armstrong.
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' Ha ! Then he has not come ; don't

you think this looks suspicious ?'

lOh!' replied Sam, 'he has been here,

and he has gone out on a pretence to

seek for you, because he wondered why

you were wasting his time by not keeping

your appointment.'

' Then you are quite sure, Sam, that you

will face this man and tell him exactly

what you told me ?'

' Every word of it. I am here to speak

the truth, and it is not a man like this who

is going to gag me.'

'Then I may depend on you?'

' To the death.'

' You see, Sam, that ours was the first

club in this neighbourhood, and it is not

fair on the part of anybody to come here

and try to trip us up. Why, even a cross

ing-sweeper would not allow himself to*

be displaced by another crossing-sweeper

without, at all events, protesting against
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it. Was this man dressed like a clergy

man?'

' He had a white choker on, if that is

what you mean ?'

' Does he wear spectacles ?'

' Not exactly spectacles, but he puts

glasses up to' his eyes.'

' I suppose it is no use my going after

him, or we may be fooling away your time

by the one coming and the other going,

and our never getting together. Sam,

tell me in one word—are you an honest

man ?'

'As honest as the day is light, or I

would not stand by you, whatever the

weather is. The fellow may come in this

moment and say what he likes, and you

will see that I will down him with a

stroke.'

' Of course, you don't mean by downing

him to use any violence, because that is a

thing I must protest against everywhere,
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but especially in my own house. Just

look at these pictures in this album, and I

will be back again long before you have

got through the portraits.'

This was hardly true, for instead of

Armstrong appearing, Arthur Pitlock came

back looking annoyed, because Armstrong

■was not in the room.

' This is a hoax,' said he ; ' but does it

not clearly show you what queer hands we

are in, and how careful we must be in

playing our cards ? One thing is certain,

I must give you half-a-crown just to show

that I am well disposed to you, and willing

to help you if you will help me.'

Having said this Arthur Pitlock disap

peared, but in less than three minutes

John Armstrong re-entered the room, and

taking off a muffler, he asked if Pitlock's

white choker was anything like this, and

Sam declared that it seemed to him to be

,the very choker itself. Armstrong then
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put on a pair of eye-glasses, and asked

Wardling whether they reminded him of

those worn by Pitlock, and Sam declared

that he must have borrowed them, for

they were the very same that were on the

nose of the other man. Armstrong's next

move was to give his hair a little switch

with a pocket-comb, asking Wardling at

the same time if Pitlock was anything like

that ? The fashion of Wardling's face

changed.

' Why, that beats Satan himself ! Pit-

lock will not know you when he comes

back. You have made up exactly like

him ; in fact, I could not tell the one from

the other.'

' You would be a clever fellow, Sam, if

you could. Did the man give you any

money to-night?'

' Not a penny, or I would have thrown

it at him. I didn't come into your

house to be insulted. I tell you I am as
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true as steel, and the darker the night, the

more you may depend upon my protection.'

When Sam realised that he had been

talking to John Armstrong all the time

without knowing it, I need not describe

his shame and confusion of face.

I do not know whether you will under

stand all the words in this story, for there

are some of them which are quite strange

to myself. But you will make out its

meaning, and see how true it is that there

are bad Christians as well as good ones.

Sam Wardling was one of the worst, and

there are many not much better than he

was, and yet for all that Jesus Christ

Himself remains the same in beauty and

grace and tenderness. You have to do

with Jesus Christ, and not with the people

who steal His name and trade upon it.

When I took the story back to the holy

man who had lent it to me, he seemed to
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think that it might have made a had

impression upon my mind, so he said,

1 Are you not afraid to become a

Christian ?'

I said,

' Why should I?'

' Why, see how badly Wardling turned

out!'

' Yes,' I replied, ' but see how well

Armstrong turned out ; the night is dark,

but the day is bright ; why should I turn

away from the day because of the black

ness of the night ?'

' Quite true. Your way of looking at

the thing is the only right way. There is

windy weather and wet weather, and fine

weather and hot weather and cold weather ;

but these differences need not compel us

to keep our shutters up all the year

round.'

And then I told the holy man that there

was something more likely to make me
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afraid of becoming a Christian, and that

he had without knowing it touched the

very point of my difficulty. What he had

said about the weather applied to the

differences amongst the Christians. Some

are high church, and some are low church,

and some are broad church, and some are

Presbyterians, or Congregationalists, or

Baptists, or Methodists ; now, said I,

' How is it possible that they can all

be right?'

' Oh, yes,' said he, ' they are all right.'

' Why,' said I, ' how can you make that

out ? Can men differ from one another,

and yet be agreed?'

' What would you think if I said I

would never cover my head whatever the

weather may be, simply because there are

so many differences between hats ? There

are silk hats, and felt hats, and opera hats,

and straw hats, and hunting hats ; and as

there are so many of them, I do not think
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I will choose any. What would you

think? And the same thing holds good

about boots. There are top boots, and

"Wellington boots, and fishing boots, and

dress boots ; and as there is so much

difference amongst them, I do not think I

will wear any boots at all. What would

you think?'

He then told me that the unity of

Christians was in the root from which

they sprang, and not in the thickness and

length and variety of the branches and

twigs. All true Christians are one in

Christ. All true builders are one in

geometry, though not in architecture. All

doctors are one in their desire to heal,

though not in the methods and processes

which they adopt. All people are agreed

that the body must be supported by suit

able food, but no man would endeavour to

reconcile all the menus which can be

found upon the dining-tables of the world.

H
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He told me that God had made of one

blood all nations of men to dwell upon the

face of the earth, and that some men were

strong and others weak, some were archi

tects and some were poets, some were

philosophers and some were fools, and

the differences went so far that some men

were black and other men were white ;

yet human nature was one in everything

essential, and distinctive, and incom

municable.

I like the Christians, because when they

speak about one another they do not

expect to find perfection. If you were to

tell them of their faults, they would answer

that those faults did not come from their

Christianity, but from their want of it.

They call no man Master upon the earth.

But when you are perplexed by their in

consistencies and deficiencies they seem

to say, ' Look at the Master and not at

the servant.' This is a strong argument.
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It is strong because it is reasonable. And

I have so far found that, through and

through, the religion of Jesus Christ is

founded upon reason and probability.

h 2
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V.

THE MINISTRY OF TROUBLE.

You have made my heart sad by the news

that your darling Musha is dead. For

your sake, not for his, my tears flowed in

a hot stream. Musha, of course, was little

more to me personally than a smile, a kiss,

and a gurgle of happy laughter ; but to you

he was life and hope, and heavens beyond

imagination.

How I wish you knew Jesus in this

your day of loss and bitterness. Jesus

would heal your heart and turn your loss

into gain, and in His own way He would

make dear Musha more than ever yours.

Jesus says that in heaven the angels of
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the children always look upon the face of

their Father. How beautiful! how com

forting to the desolated heart !

Every little one is watched by an angel

of his own. The angels spend their time

with the child, and go to heaven to report

how the child is living and growing upon

earth. The angels themselves are bright

children of God, and it is delightful to

think how they spend so much of their

time in watching and helping the lives of

all human creatures. The angels make

summer in winter. There is a flower that

grows best in the snow,—surely it must

have been brought from the skies by the

angels to show cold winter that even the

ice is under the power of God.

We need voices of song in the night

time. God must be very near us when

we cannot help ourselves, as is the case
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when we are in deep sleep. The Bible

says that God giveth to His beloved sleep.

That is a very beautiful saying when you

come to understand what it means. It

means that God is working for His be

loved even when they are asleep. He is

getting the morning ready for them.

When they awake they will see light, and

pearly dew, and they will hear the voices

of birds singing their wordless songs.

Even so with the sleep of death. God

giveth to His beloved in that last deep

sleep. He is making ready heaven upon

heaven, and joy upon joy, and no fancy,

however bright and strong, can imagine

the things which God has prepared and is

preparing for them that love Him.

I believe that Musha is with Jesus.

When Jesus said, 'Suffer the little chil

dren to come unto Me, and forbid them

not ; for of such is the kingdom of Godl'
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He did not shut out any little one from

the summer of His love.

Do you think that Jesus cares for the

little children of one country only? If

He sends His sunshine and His rain upon

the whole world, will His love be less

than the gifts of nature ? Jesus is Lord

of India because He is Lord of the whole

earth. A lamp is local ; the sun is uni

versal. It is just the same with Jesus,

"Who is the light of the world. This is

the name by which He called Himself :

He said, ' 1 am the light of the world,'

and the world is not one little place but

all places, wherever there is a man to be

saved and blessed.

I want you to think of Musha as a little

angel for ever, free from pain and tears

and death. Do not think that he is a

mere clod of the earth, and do not think

that he is an indistinguishable part of

some infinite quantity. Think of him as
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living, growing, singing, and as watching

you and perhaps bringing to you something

every day from the gardens of God.

I wish you could have seen a poor

woman whom I know well, who lost her

only little girl ; I wish you could see how

sweetly and even gratefully she took the

breaking of her heart : ' Jesus breaks my

heart that He may make it whole again

with all the evil taken out of it.'

For a time she was in great heaviness

of spirit, and her knees smote each other

in weakness, when the world seemed so

empty and her house so gaunt and cold.

The poor woman told me that Jesus was

never so precious to her as when she

planted the body of the little child-flower

in God's silent acre.

She is a very wonderful woman, having

a kind of second sight, by which she sees

more things than can be seen by common
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eyes. I know her well, and I know her

sincerity, and I know her simplicity of

heart. I never heard anyone talk as she

talks, for she seems to live with Jesus ;

and when she comes from His presence

to join us in our common life, it seems as

if she had just come from a garden of

roses. She told me that in the very agony

of her sorrow she had actually seen Jesus.

' I went and told Jesus all my trouble,

and He did not rebuke me, though the

tears fell fast from my eyes, and my voice

was choked with grief. None,1 said she,

' can listen like Jesus.'

She told me what she had said to the

Son of God :

' Master, I would speak to Thee of my

own little lamb, my clinging, charming,

immortal Christine. I called her by Thy

name, because I thought it would please

Thee, and because I was sure of Thy com

ing, though invisably, to see how Thy
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sweet pet was nestling in her mother's

breast . . . Her cheek paled and her eye

dimmed, and at break of day, as the first

white clouds glimmered in the east, she

passed from the arms of our love.'

' And Jesus said, " Let the little one

come unto Me."

' I told him the house was dark, and

even the air of the summer was cold as

death, and our daily bread was daily

bitterness. And still He said, " Let the

little ones come unto Me."

' I then told the dear Jesus that when

Christine was taken away there was no

light in the sun, nor did any life breathe

in the wind, and the very grass seemed to

wither under our feet. And Jesus an

swered, "Thy child doth live: she doth

behold the face of My Father which is in

heaven : she will be for ever near thee as

thy special angel."

' As I was moving away from Jesus He

said, "Sorrow may endure for a night,
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but joy cometh in the morning : Blessed

are the dead that die in My name, for they

find rest in God, and they shall be young

with the life of heaven 1" '

The poor woman said she could give

me no idea of the tenderness of the

Saviour's voice ; and then she added,

' The kingdom of heaven is as a well in

the wilderness.'

Let me beseech you to study the life

of Jesus. You will be shocked when you

come to know that the religious people of

His own day hated and despised the Son

of God. They said, 1 This man is but a

carpenter, and the son of a carpenter, no

Hillel or Shammai hath taught Him let

ters, Hyrkanus doth despise Him, and in

the Sanhedrim His name is cast out.'

Even the religious men found fault with

the very place where Jesus lived as a child
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and a working-man. They said, ' This man

is of Nazareth, a name not found in our

Scriptures, and Ben Ezra saith the name

is not found among the writings of the

Gentiles.'

The men despised poor Nazareth, and

spake of it in many bitter words. They

said to one another, 'Nazareth hath its

one fountain, poorly adorned with a hand

ful of olives. Remember ye not how

Isaachar of Mount Tabor did visit the

village to find the house of this hare

brained carpenter, and how poor was the

hut in which Jesus was nurtured. Why,

the reputed father and mother of this

upstart teacher lived in the lowliest cir

cumstances. Isaachar saw Mary driving

forth the one lamb that made up their

great flock. No man-servant or maid

servant was to be found within the house

of Joseph and Mary.

' God Himself hath shut up the village in

natural obscurity. God hath girdled
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Nazareth with hills as with prison walls,

and set it amongst glens and ravines that

no man careth to penetrate. Yet this

man claims to be the King of the Jews/

And when they had said this, they gnashed

on Jesus with their teeth.

You must not be frightened by these

shameful prejudices on the part of the

men called Scribes and Pharisees. Jesus

Christ called them to a higher righteous

ness, and this call they were unwilling to

obey. Jesus Christ never failed to mag

nify Himself in the hearing of those who

despised Him. When they said, ' Thou

art of Nazareth, and no prophet ariseth in

Galilee;' Jesus answered, ' Have ye never

read that the high ones of stature shall be

hewn down and the haughty shall be hum

bled ? Know ye not that there shall come

forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a

Branch shall grow out of His roots. Baby

lon shall fade like the cedar which hath no
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sucker, but the house of David shall be as

the oak whose root is full of life.'

You must not be turned aside from

your deep study of Jesus by what the

mocking men said about Him. They did

not understand Jesus; no wonder that

they first took up stones to stone Him,

and that in the end they cried,

' Away with Him ! crucify Him ! crucify

Him!'

Since writing this I have been in deep

conversation with one of the oldest and

best teachers of the Christian religion.

He is the sort of man who ought to be a

teacher, for he wishes his pupils to ask

him whatever questions are giving them

trouble of mind. He plainly tells those

whom he teaches that he cannot answer

all questions, for if he could he would

be God rather than man ; but he encour

ages them to tell everything that is in
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their minds and hearts, and then he does

the best in his power to give them infor

mation and guidance.

I asked him whether the Christian reli

gion could say anything better than the

law which was laid down by the Lord

Buddha, which is, ' Overcome anger by

love, falsehood by truth, evil by good'?

The venerable teacher said the Lord Bud

dha took that law at the lips of Jesus.

Before Buddha was, Jesus was. He

said that I must not think that Jesus was

only in the world during His personal and

visible ministry. The teacher told me that

Jesus Christ was in the world as an

inspiration from the very beginning ofthe

human race.

I then told the teacher our wonderful

story of Sayid, which is now published in

English books. I told him that Sayid

was an Arab of the hills, and Ishak

pledged his life that Sayid-bin-Tayf would

keep his bond and return to die if the
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Lord Sawa would let Sayid go home to

see his first-born.

When Sayid had. gone men mocked

Ishak, telling him that Sayid would never

return. When he heard this Ishak smiled

and said, ' He is a Muslim, he will come,'

but the time was almost gone and the

promise had not been kept. Ishak was

ordered at sunset to stand before the black

swordsman and to be smitten down instead

of Sayid who had failed to come. Before

the cleaving blow was struck a white

mare sprang before the royal tent, and

the faithful Sayid leaped from the reeking

saddle, saying, ' I am here.'

Ibn Sawa, Lord of Bahrein, wondered

at the deed, and asked the reason of such

astounding faithfulness ; and Ishak an

swered the Lord Sawa that the law was

written in the books of faith. I then

asked the Christian teacher whether Chris

tianity could produce an instance of more

unselfish and heroic faithfulness ?
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The teacher was not abashed by the

inquiry. He instantly answered, ' Jesus

Christ died for the Sayid, who did not

return ! Not for the faithful, but for the

faithless did He stand surety. Jesus died

that the unreturning Sayid might live and

be forgiven. In His sorrow there was none

with Him. He died the just for the unjust.

He was wounded for men's transgressions

and bruised for men's iniquities. This is

the difference between Jesus Christ and

all other men who have in various ways

attempted to save the world.'

That was the answer of the teacher. I

think it lofty in sentiment, and we know

it to be true in history. The teacher was

not a narrow-minded man . He spake great

things about the person and work of Jesus

Christ. He told me that the Chinese, and

the Red Indian, and the dreaming Hindu,

all belonged to Christ, and were loved by

I
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Him. He said that the Aryan and his

Veda hymns were but alphabetic truth,

and that the full truth was alone in Him

self,—' I am the way, the truth, and the life.'

When the people heard these great words

spoken by Jesus Christ they wept for joy,

saying that they had found the Mother-

Heart that heals and warms the world.

Jesus always gave credit to teachers

who had endeavoured to lead them upward

towards light and pureness. He excelled

all other men. He seemed to say, ' Whether

is greater, the man who offers a flower to

hunger, or the man who offers it bread ?

Is a painted harvest, glowing with the fair

est colours of art, equal to the golden corn

waiting for the reaper's sickle ? Which is

greater, the people who have sought the

Father, or I who have revealed Him?

Buddha went from the lower that he might

find the higher. I came down from the

higher that I might lift up the lower.
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Other men spake of their own nation, but

I spake to the world—yea, to every man in

the tongue wherein he was born.'

There is a wonderful teacher in this

country who is now calling down upon

himself the curses of all bad Christians,

because he exposes their wrong-doing and

their hypocrisy. Here is part of one of

his exciting discourses :—

' The days have come when men bring

robbery as an offering to God, and the

wages of sin as a sop to the anger of

heaven. The merchant acquires wealth

by over-sizing his cotton, and selling it to

the unsuspecting heathen. Men laugh at

their own knavery, and compound with

their consciences by sending a missionary

to the heathen. A fire from heaven shall

smite them, and the house of their pride

shall crumble to dust. Men who are sow-

i 2
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ing desolation in the land, and mourning

it with the moan of hypocrisy ; killing the

father and offering charity to his orphan ;

they bring the name of Jesus into ill-

repute, and cover His cross with shame.

The wind shall rend their excuses, and

their sleep shall be tormented by re

proachful dreams. Woe unto the house of

hypocrisy, and the palace ofgain ill-gotten!'

This man, I told you, is unpopular. He

is described by some Christians as rough,

violent, and mad. Some Christians do

not like the truth to be thus spoken, but

I believe it is just what Jesus Christ Him

self would have said if He had been living

amongst men to-day. Jesus Christ could,

of course, talk in another strain, and often

He did so, to the great comfort and joy of

those who faithfully endeavoured to live

within His holy law.

I seem to hear Jesus Christ, in His very
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tenderest moods, speaking to the sons of

men words of cheer, and almost singing

them out of their depression and distress.

' The kingdom of heaven is like unto the

sunlight, killing the bacilli which prey

upon the finest tissues of the body. Jesus

Christ says to my heart, and to every

heart that would follow Him—God is

light. Walk in the light, and its violet

rays shall kill the enemies of the soul.

He that liveth in light liveth in health.

Bathe your flesh in sunshine, and bathe

your soul in the light of truth and love.

' The kingdom of heaven is like unto

a wind that bloweth in from the sea and

cometh through forests of pine. As the

wind is laden with health, so the breezes

of the Spirit make glad the innermost life

of man. The kingdom of heaven is like

the coming of a delivering army to
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dungeons filled with despairing captives :

they hear the trumpet afar off, and are

filled with gladness.

'The kingdom ofheaven is like the morn

ing whose brightness scatters the creatures

that delight in darkness ; they flee from

it because they are afraid ; they hasten to

their holes and their caves, and hide them

selves from the glory of advancing light.'

Of course, these words are my own, and

yet they are not my own, for the truth of

Jesus comes into my heart and speaks its

own sweet words through the medium of

my lips. Do you not think Jesus more

wonderful than any teacher you ever

heard of? He takes up everything that

is lovely and beautiful in the sacred books

of all people, and then He carries these

things to their very highest meaning,

and their most redeeming and comforting

application.
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In writing this to you I am not forget

ting your ascended Musha. I cannot but

think that in thus writing I may be draw

ing your mind away from its own sorrow,

and taking it to the upper fountains of

true healing and renewal. Do not look

at the little earth : lift up your eyes and

behold the infinite sky. Do not look

into the deep dark grave, but look away

to the radiant skies which are a continual

revelation of the glory and beauty of

God.

Musha is as a lamb, following the true

Shepherd. He will not return to you, but

you will go to him, and in the light of

heaven's morning you will see the mean

ing of the darkness, and trouble, and

pain which enter so largely into the lives

of men who are still tarrying amid these

earthly scenes.

!
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VI.

AN ACCUSING VOICE.

You want to hear more of the preaching

of the unpopular man whose words I set

you, so I copied for you a discourse which

I heard him deliver. He was speaking in

the great City of London, and his voice

sounded as a storm. The Christians will

not let him into their holy places, because

they say he was not ' regularly trained' for

the pulpit. What theymean I do not know,

but I do know that his discourses have

a wonderful effect as he preaches in the

open air to the great throngs that gather

around him. This is his fiery speech :—
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' Oh, London, that sinnest above all the

cities of the world, God will judge thee,

and in a furnace heated sevenfold will He

burn thy corruptions. Thou art full of

blood. Thine iniquities darken the sky of

summer, and thy blasphemies do shame

the spotless heavens. Thy morning drunk

enness and thy twilight lust make the

dawn and the gloaming afraid, for they re

member the fate of Sodom and the stench

and the brimstone that glutted Gomorrah.

' Oh, London, metropolis of the world,

city of millions that have spurned the

Christ, thy hidden places are the habita

tions of cruelty, thy warehouses are

established and perfected in the burglary

of gambling. London ! City of renown,

city of infamy, the curse of God shall

come suddenly upon thee, and His

lightning shall lay thy palaces in the

dust ; for thine iniquity standeth up as an

heap, and thy shame burneth as an oven.
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' Hast thou not spread a velvet covering

over adultery, and offered a bribe to seal

the tongue of accusation? In many a

garret and many a cellar are there not

cruel men who beat womanhood with fists

of iron and doom little children to starva

tion ? Wilt thou not cast them out of

the midst of thee, and lay on them the

stripes of a just laceration ?

' Are not thy churches the meeting-

places of hypocrisy, where knaves take up

the language of saints and false men speak

the testimony of outraged and protesting

truth? I am against thee, saith the Lord,

thy wickedness is not to be borne, thy

sin must be consumed with fire.

' Yet is Mine heart turned towards thee,

saith the Lord, for I remember that even

in this city are ten men who save it, ten

houses that hold back the fire of My
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■wrath. I remember thy honest men, and

forbear. I hear the voice of prayer, and

hold Mine hand.

' Oh, that thou wouldst turn unto the

Lord with steadfastness of heart, for then

would He increase thy greatness and cause

thine enemies to flee away. Close thy

drunkeries, abolish thy brothels, burn

down thy gambling-houses, and the Lord

will have mercy upon thee, yea, He will

abundantly pardon.

' Oh, London, London, how often would

Christ have gathered thee as a hen doth

gather her brood under her wings, and

thou wouldst not ! Many a promise hast

thou made thy Lord, but thy vows lie

broken and violated on the very steps of

His throne. I call thee to repentance, for

the time shortens, and perdition moves

towards thee with fatal steps. Bestir
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yourselves, take hold upon the altar

mightily, and give yourselves no rest

until London shall cry unto Christ for

pity, and humble itself at the foot of the

Cross.'

Though this preacher uses so largely

words of accusation and deeply-cutting

reproach, yet he is most gentle, and he is

most charitable. He represents Jesus

Christ as loving all men, and stooping to

accept their views of truth, however poor

and elementary or even perverted those

views are. When I asked the unpopular

preacher to tell me what he thought Jesus

Christ would say to the men whom He

sent to preach His Gospel, he wrote me the

following answer. You will see that he

imagines the words in which Jesus Christ

would address all His servants who are

about to preach the Gospel to every crea

ture. This is what Jesus Christ would say :—
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' When the Mangain tells you that the

universe is as the hollow of an infinite

cocoanut shell despise him not, for his

very notion of size is the beginning of a

religion. When ye find the Hottentot

worshipping the father of mischief and

offering sacrifices to him, remember that

behind all sacrifice lies the great mystery

of the death from which I have now re

turned. When the Creek Indians tell

you of the Master of Breath and of the

sorcerer inhabiting briary swamps, listen

to him with living interest, and thus

win his confidence. When ye visit the

Vedahs, the Todas, the Badogas, and the

Santals, do not suppose ye can get all to

think in the same way or to come to Me

along one obvious path. Do not confound

the Buddhist with the Laplander and talk

to them as equals. Neither speak to any

two men as equals, but discern wisely be

tween the one and the other. Know that
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each man hath a speech of his own, and

be patient with the slow and timid.

' Again I say unto you, " Be ye wise as

serpents and harmless as doves." Lapland

and Africa will receive you differently.

Polynesia and Egypt will not receive My

Gospel in the same way. The sun works

more wonders in the tropics than amid

the ice of northern seas, yet it is the same

sun and the same earth.

' Be not afraid of persecution nor of

death, for your Father knoweth all things,

and will bring His word to pass. Prove

your doctrines by your character. Be so

unselfish, so charitable, so forgiving, and

altogether so beautiful in holiness, that

men cannot account for your conduct,

except by the power and grace of the Holy

Spirit. Behold I send Him upon you, and

He shall bring all things to your remem

brance whatsoever I have said unto you.

He shall not speak of Himself ; He shall
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take of the things that are Mine, and show

you things that are coming, and He will

comfort you in all your discipline.

' Hereafter ye shall see Me no more in

the flesh, but I am not therefore the less

with you. I will pray the Father for you,

and be your priest until the end of the

appointed days. Your prayers I will

offer to the Father, and your care shall be

the welcome burden of My heart. It is

expedient for you that I go away. My

peace I leave with you. My peace I give

unto you. Not as the world giveth, give I

unto you.'

And as He showed them His hands and

His feet, He vanished out of their sight.

I see the meaning of the kingdom of

heaven more clearly now. If you were to

ask me how I would put it into words I

would say : The kingdom of heaven is like

unto a great summer rain upon fields fail
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ing for thirst. The kingdom of earth and

time is as a field from which the hidden

pearl has been removed. The kingdom of

heaven is as music in the vernal air, sung

without money and without price. The

kingdom of earth and time is as a groan

which cannot express all its own desires.

The kingdom of heaven is as a billow of

life, coursing through all the channels of

the soul. The kingdom of earth and time

is as a thick icicle chilling the air and

forbidding the flowers to bloom.

Oh, that men were wise, and that they

would take Christ's offered rest. The

kingdom of heaven is as the rich eloquence

of inspired love. The kingdom of earth

and time is as the dumb consonant await

ing the music-making vowel.

I think of Jesus as one loving heart

might think of another, and in language
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appropriate to that mutual love I often

say : ' 0 my Christ, sweet Son of Mary,

darling of the Father, be nearer to me

than I can ever be to myself.'

Christ says He will take up His abode

with me. Does He mean to make my

heart His home ? The chamber will be

cleansed by His blood and made glorious

by His smile. When He is so near I can

whisper to Him ; we can speak to one

another in the crowd ; we can breathe our

love so softly as not to ruffle the mid

night stillness.

I know my sweet Lord is very near,

because of a love so pure that it longs to

save the world. This great love helps me

to understand Calvary. It is the Divine

background of the Cross, it is the mother-

force that accounts for all other love.

Saviour, help me to live the Cross.

Save me from saying anything Thou hast

not told me to say. Help me to say even

K
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the hardest things in a spirit that will

increase their effect by its very gentleness.

Oh, for more of the love-spirit ! It will

recover the earth from waste, and cast out

the demon of despair. But is not love

the blossom of purity ? First, then, make

me pure ; yea, make me holy, after the

mode of Thine own holiness, thou Son of

man, then shall I love others with Thine

own love.

Make my speech, I pray Thee, wise and

quiet, because of its very strength. May

my voice be but the medium of the Spirit.

Even if it should please Thee to make me

use words whose meaning I know not,

Thy will be done.

In the day of trouble hide me in Thy

pavilion. No storm can break through its

infinite roof. Help me to forgive all myene

mies. The archers have sorely shot at me ;

and in the forest I have been grieved with

thorns. But the Lord has comforted me,
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and the Wounded One has bathed my

bruises with the balm of His love. I will

hope in God. The blessing of the Three-

One be evermore my joy.

Our life and thoughts are made poor

when we put Christ from us as One who

taught men in the far-off past. He is with

us now. He is in the light. He walks the

earth. He breathes the air. With us all

day, all night, in youth and age, in grief

and joy. This day's song and smile.

Superstition puts him away amongst time's

oldest shades. Reverence sees Him here

and now, and waits to hear Him speak.

We have no dead Christ. Where two

or three are gathered together in His name,

He is in the midst of them. ' In the midst !'

That is wonderful. He was always ' in

the midst.' Not in the middle as a local

point ; but ' in the midst,' like light, like

fragrance, like love.

K 2
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Joseph, and Mary found Him 'in the

midst of the doctors.' He is still there,—

' in the midst ' of the scholars, doctors,

authors, leaders ; still at the well-head of

thought. The age must have its Christ.

He was, He is ' the infant,' ' the child

Jesus,' ' the boy Jesus,' ' the man Jesus,'

—that is His humanity.

' In the midst,'—always there—' they

crucified Him and two others with Him,

and Jesus in the midst.' In the midst of

the thieves,—He is still there. It is

His sovereign place. In the midst of the

doctors, and in the midst of the thieves.

In the temple and the slums,—that is His

brotherhood. ' In the midst,'—still there,

—there by right.

' I saw seven golden candlesticks, and

in the midst of the seven candlesticks one

like unto the Son of Man.' Where was

He ? 'In the midst '—in the midst of the

doctors, in the midst of the thieves, in the
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midst of the Churches,—that is His

sovereignty. ' In the midst of the elders

stood a lamb as it had been slain.' Where

was He ? 'In the midst.'

Think of it, in the midst of the doctors,

in the midst of the thieves, in the midst

of the Churches, in the midst of the elders !

That is His fulness. ' In the midst '—a

light, a fragrance, a persuasive personality.

' The Lamb which is in the midst of the

throne shall feed them.' Where is He?

' In the midst !' still there ! There by right

—that is His heavenly supremacy.

And now, last of all, highest of all, think

of the Father and the Holy Spirit, and

where is Jesus ? ' In the midst !' Hence we

read, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. In

the midst of the doctors, in the midst of

the thieves, in the midst of the Churches,

in the midst of the elders, in the midst of

the redeemed, in the midst of the Trinity,

—that is His Godhead. Only He can be
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in the midst of men who is first in the

midst of God.

0 my Saviour, I need Thee every mo

ment. Thy peace is an infinite deep.

Remember that I am in the body, and

save me in my weakness. I carry my

enemy in my heart, and at my poor word

he will not quit his hold : speak Thou the

word, and at Thy bidding he will fly away

as the shade flies before the brightness of

the sun. I am waiting at Thy Cross.

Thy blood can make me clean. I wait

with the patient but eager expectancy of

love.
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VII.

POINTS OF SUPREMACY.

The tenderness of Jesus marks the whole

course of His life upon earth. Sometimes

I have thought of Christ's life as one great

tear. He was called a man of sorrows,

and He was said to be acquainted with

grief. Whilst all this is quite true, it

is not the whole truth, for it would give

you the impression that He was always

cast down in His soul and greatly dis

quieted with trouble. I want you to know,

however, that the light of true joy often

shone through the great tear of His life.
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1 Jesus rejoiced in spirit.' The secret of

His joy He found in the faith of those who

heard Him. The moment He saw faith His

face seemed to broaden into a loving smile.

Jesus Christ is now speaking to His praying

and waiting church.

You may ask if any living man has

heard the voice of Jesus Christ. Jesus

does not now speak to the outward ear.

There is a language of the heart which the

Christian knows as a new mother-tongue .

There is a spiritual whisper. This speaking

keeps love alive.

I will tell you what I have heard about

inferior animals in this matter of speaking.

It was noticed in the Zoological Gardens

of London that one of the keepers was

disliked by all the animals. He was a

silent, faithful, trustworthy man. No one

could go about his business more care

fully. Why, then, did not the animals
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like him? Was it not enough for them

that he cleaned their cages and brought

them food ?

Let me tell you, then, that this man

never spoke to one of the animals that he

tended and fed! This was the secret of

their aversion. He had no caressing tones.

He did his duty in a literal sense, but

he did nothing more. How can you be

friendly if you never speak to your friend ?

There is something in the tone of the

human voice that can nowhere else be

found. The tone is the soul.

You know that it is one thing to write

a letter, and another thing to hold a con

versation. The letter is largely mechanical

and external, whereas the conversation is

spontaneous' and vital. It is characteristic

of the dear Jesus that He established a most

sacred fellowship between Himself and the

souls who loved Him- He put this in a
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very clear way. I think you will be

impressed and fascinated by the promises

which He made to His disciples. He did not

stoop over them in condescending majesty,

or make them afraid by causing His glory

to dazzle their eyes. He actually said that

if any man loved Him His Father would

come unto that man, and Jesus would

come and they would take up their abode

with him. Is not that most wonderful ?

It is as if the Father and the Son made

a little house of each loving heart, and

dwelt in it as in a home which they

loved.

To Christ His loved ones are not names

on a list. They are faces, hearts, souls,

living realities! The Christian family is

not statistical or numerical, it is a house

hold of loving and trusting hearts. And

if one of the believers was absent, it would

not be the loss of a number, it would be

the loss of a soul.



POINTS OF SUPREMACY 139

I have read in a book about Tropical

South Africa that certain people do not

count their oxen, because they cannot

count beyond, say, three or four, yet the

historian says that not one of the oxen can

be missing without the herdsman knowing

it. How does he know it? Does he say,

one, two, three, four, five, and so on?

Nothing of the kind. The watchful

herdsman misses a face ! Is not that

beautiful ?

Jesus Christ does not say that He has

one fewer follower to-day than He had

yesterday. He says that a certain face is

missing, a smile is wanting, a voice is not

heard in the music of the household.

This brings Jesus Christ very closely to

us, and makes us feel that His tenderness

may be greater than the greatest miracle

which He wrought before the eyes of

men.

In order to see what the religion of
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Jesus Christ really is, you should compare

it with other religions. Upon this matter

I have read a book which brings together

the religious belief and worship of many

peoples and tribes. I can give you some in

stances which I have read in this learned

and useful book. The writer says that the

negro of Guinea beats his idol if the idol

does not do what he likes, and if the

negro is about to do anything which he

does not wish his idol to see or to take

notice of, he hides the idol in his waist-

cloth.

How ridiculous this is when we compare

it with the holy beliefs of Christians. They

believe that God's eye is upon them wher

ever they are, and that Jesus knows every

thought of their hearts.

The writer tells us that the Bechuanas

are always angry with their deity for send

ing thunder, and he tells us also that

there are certain peculiar people who shoot
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poisoned arrows into storms to drive them

away. The writer of this wonderful book

says that in some village temples, set up

for the worship of Buddha, there is a small

stand of bells, which the people ring to let

their deity know that they have come to

worship him.

The Brahmins think that two things can

not be done without in performing religious

worship, and these two things are a lighted

lamp and a bell. We read that Mars,

though the god of war, was wounded and

fled away howling with pain. In many

savage tribes the poor creatures have

more respect for the chief than for their

god.

The great author from whom I am quot

ing, says that the inhabitants of Greenland

think of the sun and moon as sister and

brother, and it is the sun that is the sister,

and the moon is constantly pursuing her.

They think that where there is an eclipse
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the moon takes occasion to go among the

houses to pick up whatever can be laid

hands on ; so when there is an eclipse the

men carry chests and kettles upon the top

ofthe house, and rattle and beat upon them

to frighten away the moon and make him

return to his place.

I should like to quote you more from

this interesting book, but I have quoted

enough to show how different other re

ligions are from the religion of the Son of

God. The writer tells us that he himself

was once in Upper Egypt during the eclipse

of the moon, and that the natives fired

guns to frighten away the spirits that were

causing the moon such trouble.

After reading this book I took up the

New Testament and read the words of

Jesus Christ, and they never sounded

to me so musical and so rich in meaning

before. If you would appreciate a garden

j-ou should live first for a few days in the
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wilderness. If you would know the value

of water you must spend a day or two in

a country where there is none.

A wonderful teacher is Jesus ! I will

give you some of His words as I have passed

them through my heart. In fields and

flowers and flying birds, in the water-song

of brooks and in the lifting up of the

troubled sea, Christ found signs and hints

pertaining to the kingdom of God. Hear

Him :—

' The kingdom of heaven is like unto a

great army containing many regiments and

many colours, one in leadership and one

in loyalty. The kingdom of heaven is like

unto the King's garden, containing all

manner of fruit and flower. If the vine

should say, " Because I am not the acacia I

am not of the garden," is it therefore not of

the garden ? The kingdom of heaven is

as a great household : one son is in the

highest school, another is in the middle
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school, and another is learning the alpha

bet ; shall the last say that the first is wise

above what is written, or the first despise

the infantile study of the last ? It is even

so in the kingdom of God.

' The kingdom of heaven is like unto a

threefold process, which is not to be judged

until the whole is finished. The kingdom

of heaven is like unto a mother who can

not rest until the last little child has come

home, or has been made safe in the arms

of love. It is not the will of your Father

in heaven that the least of the little ones

should be lost. Your Father knoweth

what things ye have need of, wherefore

distress not yourselves as those who are

fatherless.'

And one said unto Jesus, ' Master, how is

it that some who love Thee are in trouble,

and some who cast out in Thy name have

great abundance ?'

And Jesus answered and said, ' The
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end is not yet. The plough rippeth the

furrow that it may be filled with seed.

The fire purgeth the dross from the gold.

What ye know not now ye shall know

hereafter. Blessed are they who are more

anxious to remove the sin than complain

of the sorrow.'

And He said unto them, ' How think

ye ? A certain man had two sons, the one

feared the Lord and the other knew not

God. And it came to pass that the son

who feared God with the fear of love was

much afflicted, and his affliction chastened

and refined his spirit, and made him

pitiful and exceedingly compassionate.

And the son who feared not God had no

pain, and he became hard and selfish and

without pity, so that no man sought him

in the day of trouble. Which of them

was rich with the true riches ?

'Think not within yourselves that

trouble is a sign of God's displeasure,
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nor say bitter things about God because

of your sorrow. When the end is come

then may ye speak.' Then did the Christ

lift up His voice in prayer, saying, ' Father

in heaven, I thank Thee for Thy love to

the children of men. Thou lovest the

babe-heart. Thou carriest the whole

earth in Thy warm bosom. Thou wilt

not forsake the work of Thine own hands.

Let us make man in Our image and in

Our likeness.'

It came to pass that as Jesus entered a

certain village, known as the daughter of

the city, there came out to meet Him one

whose house was made dark and sad with

a great grief.

And as they talked together there drew

near to Jesus a fair damsel, clad in white,

who having heard of His wondrous love

bade Him to her wedding-feast on the

coming day save one. And there came

behind Him a woman old with pain, whose
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eyes were pools of tears, and whose

cheeks bore the blush as of a great fire.

And Jesus called her by name, and drew

her hand into His own, and bade her be of

good cheer, for a great light lay on the

high hills like the smile of God. The

expectant bride stood back a space and

whispered hurried words to the man who

had come from the house of mourning,

though she knew Him not, nor suspected

the grief that gnawed his heart.

As they communed together there drew

nigh little children, without fear, bearing

flowers and singing hymns of love to

Jesus. The children told Jesus that they

had heard of Bethlehem and the manger,

and that they knew how He had taken

little ones into His arms ; and they laid

the flowers at His feet, and when they

looked at Him their faces shone as shines

a dawn in spring.

Then Jesus looked roundabout upon them

l 2
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all, and called to Him the singing children,

whose sweet hymns came on the warm

breath of the heart. Then were they all

amazed, for all who were around Him saw

themselves in His face. And Jesus said,

' There is healing in the Zaccum-tree that

grows by the brook of Aaron, and balm

in the branch of the Ruphim ; but is not

the Maker greater than the thing made ?

And am I not nigh at hand ? Child of

pain, be at ease, the tears of the upper

love shall quench the fever that burns

thee : let the bride-elect draw near to the

altar of heaven and first wed the angel of

Truth: and ye children, kiss Me and be

kissed, for God's kingdom is built of

such.

' How near is man to the fount of bless

ing if he did but know it ! How many

are the angels that watch him through

the film of the air ! Sweet ones, little

ones of the Father's kingdom, go forth and



POINTS OF SUPREMACY 149

find My face, weather-writ, on every stone ;

find Me in every flower ; hear Me in every

voice ; for without Me was not anything

made that was made.

' Am I nameless in My own house ?

Have I written all the messages, the

gospels, the music of the living and

glorious worlds, and forgotten to sign the

Author's name? Blessed are ye if ye will

be blessed. Ye have the answer if ye

have the prayer. In My Father's school

the last and greatest attainment is sim

plicity. In the child-heart the Lord

banks His secret.'

And the dear Christ spake much of

love, giving it wider meaning than men

dared to imagine, finding in it the fire of

anger and the tears of pity. The silence

of Christ was richer in meaning than the

swollen eloquence of other men. When

Christ had been long silent He lifted up

His voice and said, as if speaking to



160 CHRISTIAN PROFILES

invisible listeners, and reporting to them

His views of men :—

' I hear a sigh in the wind as if breathed

by the heart of the whole race of man.

To turn that sigh into a song, am I come

into the world. So deep a sigh points to

a misery that can only be removed by

blood. Counsel is worthless, and example

is a terror. My heart-blood can alone

destroy the power of sin.

' Would that men would think on the

ways of God. The slow centuries of time

are but moments in the scale by which

He moves. Men heed not that God works

both by ice and by fire, nor do they know

that ice is slumbering flame. Men have

pressed fire into downward uses ; yea, by

it they have turned the hard root into

food, and taken the poison from noxious

herbs. But they have not known the

meaning of the sun-seeking flame ; the
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sparkling and the Hashing that are its

song and anthem.

' I suffer from the half wisdom of men.

They cannot complete their own towers.

The light that is in them is darkness.

They reject Faith, yet in their own world

they live by it. They claim to believe in

fate, yet they punish men for doing

wrong. They have insured their houses,

but not their souls. They have used only

half their faculties ; they are as eagles

which have done everything but fly. Yet

men are seeking Me, as blind men might

grope in a thick forest. They pray down

wards. They are moved by a great

expectancy. They say, " To-morrow will

bring deliverance." '

And it came to pass that when Jesus

had made an end of these sayings His

eyes were as though they had seen Eter

nity, and when they looked upon men
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they were soft with pity. And His

disciples marvelled and were afraid ; yet

no man spake a word. And there was a

wafting in the still air, as if winged ones

had taken flight for heaven.

Then went Jesus forth and walked up

and down amongst the haunts of men,

He heard the laughter of the fool, and the

coo of womanhood over the cradle of the

child. He saw the grisly miser clutch his

bags of pelf, and the love-heart divide its

loaf with hunger. He saw women whose

grief was too deep for words, and He

breathed on them, though they knew Him

not, the warm breath of a new spring.

Jesus went alone into the graveyard,

and sutfered no man to be near Him. As

He read the epitaphs His face became as a

living tear. When over one sweet child's

grave He saw the words, ' Of such is the

kingdom of heaven,' He remembered the
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long ago, and the mothers that sought for

their little ones the baptism of His smile.

On the child's green grave He bent His

knee, and, looking up into the white noon

tide, He said, ' Not here, but there, is the

sleeping child : the root is here, the blos

som is yonder.' And, said He, ' These

graves sweeten the world : they keep the

world's heart soft : they increase the area

of summer, and drive off the encroaching

snows of unbelief and fear.'

And when great multitudes were gath

ered together they began to enquire con

cerning Jesus.

And some said unto Him, ' Who art

Thou?'

And He said, ' I am the Son of Woman,

the Son of Man, the Son of God. I am

the light of the world. I am the way, the

truth, and the life. I am the Saviour

of all men.' And Jesus continued and
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said, ' I am the rose of Sharon and the

lily of the valley. I am the Good Shep

herd. I am the balm of Gilead. I give rest

to weary ones.'

Then the people answered and said

unto Him, ' By what authority sayest

thou these things, and who gave Thee that

authority ?'

And Jesus answered, ' Ye know not

what ye say. There is no authority but of

God. Every man must prove his authority

by the quality of his teaching. What God

giveth him to say every man must freely

speak.'

But the scribes answered, ' How shall we

know that it is of God?'

And Jesus answered, ' By knowing that

it is not of yourselves, neither spoken in

vanity, nor spoken for gain. He that speak-

eth for God speaketh towards the Cross,

and will be tested by pain, by forsakenness,

by death.'
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And whilst the people greatly wondered

Jesus sat down on a hill-side and spake

many things, saying, ' Blessed are the pure

in heart, for they shall see God. Yea, they

shall see the devil also, and know him

afar off, forasmuch as truth can see

through the mask of falsehood. Blessed

are the unmurmuring poor, there is

nothing between them and God; they are

as the lowly valley, where the corn nods

and sings, and not as the proud heights

where the ice never melts. Blessed are

they who having houses and lands and

gold, have yet the lowly heart, the eye of

pity and the hand of largest kindness.

Verily, these are my Father's servants.

Blessed are they that mourn, for they

shall be comforted. Their dead shall bring

them sevenfold life, and their loss shall

show them the wealth of God. Blessed

is the child-heart. It is the sweetest

flower in the garden of God. My Father
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loveth it, and I love it, and the coming

Spirit shall dwell in it, as in a home of

love.'

Then answered the scribes, and said in

anger, ' What is the coming Spirit ?'

And Jesus answered, ' The same whom

I shall send unto you. Me ye have not

always. The flesh is as grass that with-

ereth. But I will send the Holy One,

invisible, tender, strengthening, and ye

shall know him as the flowers know the

morning sun. Blessed are they that

live in prayer, for they live in faith

and love, and there is no fear in their

sleep.'

And His disciples say unto Him, ' Lord,

teach us to pray.'

And Jesus said unto them, ' Speak what

soever is in your heart, and tell God your

whole desire, yea, keep back nothing from

the listening ear of God; and when ye

have spoken all, say, " Nevertheless, not



POINTS OF SUPREMACf 157

my will but Thine be done." That is

prayer, and its answer cannot fail.'

Then Jesus looked round about upon

the people, and they saw as it were the

Love-face of God.



153

VIII.

ANSWERS.

I am deeply thankful that you are follow

ing my statements so closely as to have

given rise to the desire to have special

answers to special questions. When you

come to know the spirit and claim of

Christianity more thoroughly than I can

in my poor English explain them, you

will be struck, as I have said before, with

the eager desire of Christianity to subject

itself to the most penetrating and exact

ing enquiry. It submits itself to the most

penetrating and exacting enquiry. It

invites, I may say it challenges, every
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form and degree of honest criticism. I

will take your questions one by one, and

give you at least some hint of what the

Christian's answer would be :—

' What do the Christians really know

about God ?*

They know absolutely nothing but what

they are told. Man does not discover God ;

God discovers, or reveals Himself to man.

The Christians go to the Bible for their

most spiritual and inspiring knowledge of

God. The Bible defines revelation, so far

as the Personality of God is concerned.

A very wonderful revelation it is, some

times stopping abruptly, and then giving

encouragement to the highest scope for a

complete and final revelation. Let me

tell you one or two things that the Bible

says about God : ' No man hath seen God

at any time :' ' God is great, and we know

Him not :' ' No man can find out God unto
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perfection ; there is no searching of His

understanding :' ' God is a Spirit :' ' With

out holiness no man shall see the Lord.'

Some people in Christian countries have

taken up a doctrine which they call

Agnosticism, which teaches that not only

is God not known, but that God is not

knowable; they say that if there is a

God He is too great to come within human

consciousness or apprehension ; they do

not deny the existence of God, that is to

say, they are not atheists, they simply say

that if there is a God, it is impossible to

know Him. Christians believe that there

is a God, and that He has the power of

making Himself known.

In this matter there is more difficulty

on the side of unbelief than on the side of

belief. Agnosticism not only says that

God is not knowable, but it also says,

though not in so many words, that the
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unknowable God cannot make Himself

known. On one side the doctrine is so

grand that it exalts God above all possi

bility of knowledge; and on the other

hand, it is so humiliating that it takes

from God the power of coming down to

the very intelligence which He has created,

and of which man is so proud. What

would be thought of anyone so magnifying

and exalting the sun as to take away from

that very sun the power of sending mes

sages of light to the earth which admires

him ?

' What is the ground or authority of

the partial knowledge of God claimed by

Christian thinkers ?'

I have partly answered this question

in the reply already given. Christians

go to the Scriptures, believing that they

find a revelation of the Person, attributes,

and laws of God. There is, however,

M
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something more which the Christians look

for in their most hopeful and elevated

moods, that something more is the teach

ing of Jesus Christ. They believe that

Jesus Christ was the Image of the Invisi

ble God. They believe that Jesus Christ

was God manifest in the flesh.

The authority of the Christian religion

is, therefore, the person of Jesus Christ,

and all that is involved in His Personality.

For example, His life, His teaching, His

death and resurrection, and the sacrifice

by which man may obtain the forgiveness

of sins.

1 But what proof is there of the exist

ence of God ?'

The proof of God is godliness. The

proof of light is light. The proof of love

is love. The proof that there is a God,

living, holy, sovereign, is in the godliness

which faith in such a God originates and
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sustains. If the Christians found a man

whom they knew to he corrupt, found

hase in all his motive and action, and if

they induced such a man to helieve in

the God of the Bible—in other words, in

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ—they would see a change in this

man's nature, and in all his habits ; the

man would be a new creature ; he would

have new motives, new desires, new

habits, new hopes—in short, all things

would become new.

This change of character would be

described by Christians as godliness, and

in such a miracle of godliness they would

see a hint of the greater wonder of God.

God cannot be proved intellectually.

Intellect can only go to a certain limit.

But up to that limit its reasoning may

be sound and unanswerable. Because

men cannot build a thousand miles up

into the air, it does not follow that

M 2
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they must not attempt to build at all.

Of course there are other proofs of God

than godliness. Some men have looked at

the universe, and on realising somewhat

of its immensity, grandeur, order, mechan

ism, have not hesitated to say that the

power which created such a universe is

superhuman ; and that in the word super

human they find the very secret of the

Personality of God. They are quite sure

that man never made the universe. They

will not admit that any evil power built

creation. They cannot tolerate the idea

that the universe was made by weakness.

They are thus driven to believe that the

least difficult of all creeds is to accept the

faith that ' In the beginning God created

the heavens and the earth.'

Other Christians have not hesitated to

say that they have discovered in human

history a shape of things, a continuity, an

interaction, suggestive of a gracious power,
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which they describe as Providence. Many

Christians do not scruple to say that there

are more difficulties connected with the

rejection of God than with his reverential

and trustful acceptance by mind and

heart.

' How do Christians make themselves

out to be better than other people ?'

They do not make it out at all. By the

Christian religion self-conceit is character

ised as wickedness. You do not put the

question in the right way. Your inquiry

should be, ' How do Christians make out

their Master to be more trustworthy than

any of the other religious teachers within

the four corners of history ?'

I beseech you again, as I have done

repeatedly, not to fix your mind upon

Christians, but upon Christ. If you ask

me why Jesus Christ should be believed

I give you His own answer, ' Believe Me
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for the works' sake.' Here we come back

to ground we have already occupied. If

there is any teaching superior to Christ's,

produce it. If you can amend any of the

sayings of Christ, let us see your emenda

tions. If you know of any teacher whose

doctrine comes out into practical life with

more unselfish service, and with larger

charity, by all means let us know what it

is, that we may search it, as the doctrine

of Jesus has been searched.

Jesus died that He might prove the

divinity and the beneficence of His

mission. Jesus anticipated the wondrous

sovereignty of Spirit—He called it the

Holy Spirit, or the Holy Ghost. He got

beyond the physical and the measurable,

into the region of the spiritual and the

ineffable. The beautiful conception of the

Christians is, that Jesus is alive to-day,

that indeed He is from everlasting to

everlasting, and that over Him death has
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no more dominion. Do not compare

Christians with pagans, compare Christ

with other teachers.

Let me give you what I conceive to be

the answer of Jesus Christ to many such

questions as yours :—

' I have not come to reconcile God to

man, but to reconcile man to God. In

Me man is not seeking God, but God is

seeking man. Herein do I separate My

self from all that ever came before Me.

They were seekers and suppliants crying

mightily and faithfully for God. I am a

revealer. I have come to declare the

Father. God is love. God is ready to

forgive. I lay down My life for the sal

vation of man. No man taketh it from Me.

' In the day of man's awakened con

science, when he shall see the exceeding

sinfulness of sin, and feel the utterness of

his own feebleness, he will cry for a
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Deliverer ; and in that hour he will know

the exceeding depth of My love. When

men are afraid to look upon God because

they have sinned they shall see My cross

and their hearts shall be filled with hope.

When ye seek Me ye shall surely find Me.

Rend your hearts and not your garments,

come before God in penitence, cry unto

Him in My saving Name and He will

abundantly pardon. I am able to save

unto the uttermost.

' Let not your heart be troubled, for I

shall have the heathen for Mine inheri

tance and the uttermost parts of the earth

for My possession. Let the nations re

joice, and let the isles sing aloud for joy,

for the world is being saved : the ages

hasten to their harvest day.

' Come unto Me all ye that labour and

are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Let the vilest come. Now is the day of

salvation. Let the backslider return, and
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let him that is afraid flee to My cross.

Ho, everyone that thirsteth let him come

unto the waters ; yea, if any man thirst let

him come unto Me and drink. Let the

tired man and the weary mother come

unto Me; and the pilgrim bearing the

load of many days, let him come.

' Go ye into all the world and preach the

Gospel to every creature. Whithersoever

the Gospel-river cometh there is life. My

heart yearns over the nations. Tell China

to come, and bid Japan make haste. Say

to India, " Thy Saviour is at the door."

Carry My love to Madagascar, to the New

Hebrides, to Korea, and all the islands of

the sea, and bid the kings of the earth

hasten to their Lord. Africa shall stretch

out her hands to the cross, her mountains

shall be crowned with light, and her val

leys shall be filled with peace.

1 God hath made of one blood all nations

of men to dwell upon the face of the whole
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earth. God is no respecter of persons.

God so loved the world that He gave His

only begotten Son, that whosoever believ-

eth in Him should not perish but have

everlasting life. Behold I stand at the

door and knock, blessed is he who

openeth the door.

' Think not,' said Christ, ' that I am come

to destroy benighted men ; I am come not

to destroy but to fulfil. They rejoiced to

see My clay, and they saw it and were glad.

When Buddha mounted White Kantaka

and rode forth by night to find the truth,

he went in quest of Me, though he wist

not that he sought the Son of Man.

When the Suddha Devas strewed the red

Mohra-flowers and the Yakshas of the air

laid carpets for the stallion's feet, they

knew not that they forecast the day

when the Son of Man would ride upon a

lowlier beast into the Jerusalem He loved.

When the Indian sang to Vishnu and
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called him, " Mystery, Light of Life, Dawa

beyond the Dream," He saw My day, but

wist not how to name the Son of Man.

When the Hindoo people read the Mahab-

harata and the Raniayana, they read with

rapture a Bible which no disciple of the

Son of Man should despise. The Hindoo

prizeth the reading of them as a merit

honoured on earth and lauded in heaven.'

And Jesus spake of all His forerunners

lovingly and said, ' When men go forth to

publish My Name let them not mock any

word of sincerity or any stumbling in

prayer. I am the light of the world.

All good men saw My day. My word is

not the contradiction but the fulfilment of

theirs. Respect the temples of the idols

by recognising their larger meaning.

Each is to the idolater a house of God.

In the beauty of Ikegami, and the glories

of Nikko, see more than the skill of man,



172 CHRISTIAN PROFILES

and even in the hideous images of Korea

see some proof that God is still creating

man and preparing him to see that God

is a Spirit, and they that worship Him

must worship Him in spirit and in truth.'

And Jesus said, ' Hate nothing but

hypocrisy, and lies, and selfishness.

Mock nothing but ambition, and vanity,

and conceit. Find the divine note in

every man, and call to him in the spirit

of hope. Beware of self-righteousness.

Beware of all professional righteousness.

Beware of all righteousness that is clothed

in purple and fine linen, and that fares

sumptuously every day. Beware of all self-

consciousness, self-idolatry, self-esteem.

Let others esteem thee, 0 man. He that

seeketh his life shall lose it.'

And one said unto Him, ' Master,

wherein art Thou greater than all who

went before Thee ?'
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And Jesus answered, ' In grace and

truth ; in universality and sympathy.

I give My life for the world. I am not

come to one nation, but to all. In Me

there is neither Jew nor Greek, barbarian

nor Scythian, neither bond nor free, but

in Me all are one. Other men have

taught in fractions. I am the whole

number.'

In giving you this answer I wish you

to understand that although I have not

given the exact words of Christ, I have

expressed myself in the very spirit of

Christ. It is in that spirit we must do all

our work of inquiry respecting the true

nature of the Christian religion. If we

approach our inquiry in a spirit of unbelief

or hostility it will necessarily end in bitter

disappointment, or it will so end as to

gratify our own intellectual conceit and

vanity. If we would read the Bible itself
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so as to get at the right meaning we must

read it in the spirit of Christ.

Undoubtedly there are manythings in the

holy books of the Christians which appear

to be most extraordinary, and indeed some

people find them to be incredible. From

my point of view those people have gone

to work in the wrong spirit, and so have

set all Biblical things in a wrong relation.

I advise you to begin with the birth, life,

teaching and works of Jesus Christ. Make

yourself thoroughly acquainted with these,

and read the Bible in the light of their

revelation.

As to there being extraordinary or even

incredible things in the Bible, you must

remember that there are extraordinary

and incredible things in yourself. Man

is a great self-contradiction. He can both

blaspheme and pray ; he is both body and

soul ; the tongue that can tell a lie can
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also speak the truth ; even wise men

sometimes act foolishly; the little self

sometimes masters the great philanthropy ;

it does not follow from these facts that

we are to deny, either the existence or the

importance of human nature. Some as

pects of life we are obliged to set forth in

parable, or poetry, or veiled analogy; it

does not, therefore, follow that there is no

basis of fact in the life of man.

I believe all your questions were asked

in sincerity, and I have accordingly en

deavoured to answer them. Let nothing

be done out of vain-glory, or pride, of in

tellect, or selfish calculation. Do not fix

the mind upon solitary and detached por

tions of truth, but look upon revelation in

its entirety, and never move until you are

sure of the presence and the spirit of

Christ ; then all will be well.



176

IX.

POINTS OF ILLUSTRATION.

I was talking to an English friend some

days ago about the death of children, and

I told him of the sorrow which you are

now bearing in the loss of Musha. He

said he could feel for you, for he himself

had lost two children in infancy, and that

somehow he could only think of them

as two large bright stars shining in the

sky.

He asked me to send the little box of

flowers which you would receive by the
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last mail. He said they were flowers that

had talked to him a good deal, bringing

him consolation from the very heart of

heaven. You would see that I have writ

ten on a piece of paper the name of each

flower. I am told that the Red Poppy

means to English Christians the sweetword

Consolation ; the Amaranth means Immor

tality ; and the little Snowdrop stands for

Hope.

In placing Rosemary in the box I ven

tured to kiss it and to say, ' In remem

brance of darling Musha,' for Rosemary

means Affectionate Remembrance. The

White Violet you must think of as mean

ing Innocence, and the Celandine means

Joys to Come.

My friend told me that he had no doubt

he should meet his two boys in heaven.

He says that he talks to them every day,

and he believes he receives messages from

their warm lips. All this may be but poe-

N
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try, but it is tender poetry, and the kind

of poetry which the heart makes for itself

in the night of sorrow and desolation.

As we must have some thoughts about

these great subjects, why not rather have

thoughts of tenderness and love and hope,

than thoughts of despair and misery and

horrible lonesomeness ? It seems to me

that the human heart is never less true to

its best self than when it takes refuge in

darkness and hostile silence. That cannot

be the heart as God made it, and as God

intended it to be.

In accepting their great sorrows, such

as the loss of their children, the Christians

are not crushed by an iron fate, they

believe they are devoutly submitting and

consenting to a holy will,—the very will of

the wise and compassionate God.

I want you to see the difference between

two states of mind. The man who is not

a Christian looks upon his loss, and pain,
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and sorrow, and gloomily says : ' This is

fate ; this could not be helped ; this is

pitiless destiny. I bow to my fate, only

because I am crushed by its cruel power.'

That is a poor speech for the heart to make

to itself.

The man who is a Christian says : 1 1

live under the guidance of a pitiful and

most loving Father; He knows what is

best for me ; He chastens me that I may

become a better man ; He does not will

ingly inflict pain. The child whom He has

taken away was His before it was mine.

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken

away, blessed be the name of the

Lord.'

If you bind me down to produce specific

authority for these great sentiments, it is

only fair that I should bind you down to

produce specific authority for your belief in

destruction, and your recourse to despair.

Remember that the call for authority

n 2
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may be as certainly made from the one

side as from the other.

I believe in the God of the spring and

the summer, the God of the birds and of

the flowers, the God of the blue skies and

the waving corn. Having this strong con

fidence, I am able to bear the shortenings

of the day and the cold of the winter.

The Christians always conclude their

prayers, if not in words yet in spirit, with

two statements : (1) ' Not my will but

Thine be done,' and (2) ' For Jesu's sake.'

They believe that the will of God is always

right, and therefore always best ; and they

pray that their will may be obedient to the

will divine. In prayer they state all their

wants, and God graciously permits them

to do so ; and they conclude their prayer

by saying in effect : ' These are the things

we earnestly desire to have, but if it would

be better for us not to have them, then the
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will of God and not the will of man be

done.'

Prayer is never offered but in the name

of Jesus, and it is made possible and

acceptable by the sweet words, ' For Jesu's

sake.' Christians believe that God works

all things through Jesus, and they are

sure that Jesus, having died for the world,

will do all in His power to save the world

from error, and darkness, and needless

suffering. They rest in the arms of

Jesus. Whatever happens, I repeat, does

not happen as a matter of unintelligent

and unsympathising fate, but as an occur

rence in the all-wise and all-compassionate

providence of God.

When this sacred relation to Jesus

Christ is thoroughly established Christians

are able to work many wonders, or mira

cles, in their daily life and intercourse.

The prevailing tone of their minds is

thankfulness. The strongest feeling of
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their hearts is to do, under all circum

stances, exactly what Jesus Christ would

Himself have done. This is made most

clear in the greatest of all their actions,

which is the action of Forgiveness.

I wish you could see how the spirit of

forgiveness works in the life of Christians.

Jesus was always particular about this

action of forgiveness. He said that if

men did not forgive one another neither

would God forgive them. In the beauti

ful prayer which he taught his scholars

he put these words into their mouths :

' Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive

them that trespass against us.'

In this way, as in all other ways, Jesus

Christ calls upon men to prove their

discipleship. It is hard work to forgive.

' With man this is impossible, but with

God all things are possible.' Is it not
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hard to treat an enemy as if he were a

friend ? Is it not most difficult to forget

the injury which any man has done ? Yet

this is possible in Christ Jesus. For

Christ's sake, and in the strength of

Christ's grace, we can forgive the enemy

who, through a life time, has done us

nothing but injury. This is a spiritual

miracle ! That shows the gracious and

mighty power of the grace of Christ !

If you meet a Christian who hates his

brother you may regard him as a liar. If

you ever hear of a Christian who would

return evil for evil, you may be sure he

has not entered into the spirit of his

Lord. The spirit of Christ is a spirit

of pardon. When God pardons he does

not do it reluctantly or sparingly, but

with great abundance of love : ' Let the

wicked forsake his way and the unright

eous man his thoughts ; let him return
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unto the Lord, and He will abundantly-

pardon.'

So I come back to the chord I have so

often struck, and repeat the heavenly

music, that Christianity is not a sentiment

only, or a mere emotion, it is a great dis

cipline, a severe chastening, and an ulti

mate sanctification.

Of course all Christians are not equally

advanced. Some Christians cannot pray

aloud. Other Christians are very timid.

Some Christians converse with Jesus

only by night. We must not apply

the ideal rule to young and struggling

minds. You do not expect a child to go

to war. you do not expect a child who is

learning words of one syllable to write

books like a venerable author. So some

Christians are mere infants ; others are a

little more advanced, others are struggling

with manifold infirmity, others are under

stress of persistent temptation. Judge
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them according to their several conditions,

and remember that he who would follow

Jesus, however weak he may he in his

endeavours, is to be judged by his motive

rather than by his action.
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X.

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE.

I find that the Christians rely very much

upon what their doctrines have done for

them in private or personal experience, as

the best proof that their doctrines are true.

They tell me that their doctrines are often

very perplexing and very difficult, and

that it is almost impossible to explain some

of them in words ; but they never know

how precious their doctrines are until

trouble comes upon their lives, like a

great flood. As I understand the case,
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they take the doctrines out of the intellect

and set them in action amongst the daily

experiences of life. Instead of being

intellectual puzzles they become practical

helpers.

Is not this wise, and is it not strong in

reason ? This is exactly what the Chris

tians do. And is it not exactly what is

done in practical life ? We do not know

how strong or how weak the roof is until

it has been tried by great storms of rain.

If the roof withstands the flood we say it

is a good roof. It is the same with a

bridge ; if carts, and wagons, and horses,

and armies, and all kinds of travellers can

pass safely over the bridge, we do not

hesitate to say that the bridge is good.

The same reasoning applies to a friend ;

if he is staunch, faithful, helpful in the

time of darkness, and fear, and trouble,

we say he is a good friend, though there

may be much about him which we neither
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know nor fully understand. We are not

ashamed to say that when other men for

sook us he was always at hand to render

the help that we needed. It would be

unjust to deny this. It would be high

treason against our own best life.

It is precisely the same with regard to

Christians and their doctrines. They do

not keep their doctrines as merely intel

lectual treasures, but they put them to

daily test in all the need and pain of life.

They go to their churches that their lives

may be strengthened. They do not go

because they owe certain debts to mere

superstition, they go that their strength

may be renewed for the work which lies

nearest to their hand.

When our people go to the Temple of

Hanuma, Son of the Wind, Rescuer of the

Bride of Rama, it is mainly to gratify a

certain desire of mere imagination. When
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the Christians go to their churches they

hope to bring back with them courage and

inspiration, which will serve them in daily

struggle. When the Hindoos fill their

mouths with the water of the Ganges, and

even wash themselves and their clothes in

that river, they have really no idea of

cleanliness. When the Christian goes to

the Cross of Christ his one idea is that his

soul may be cleansed and made as fine

linen. Into our Cow Temple strangers

are only allowed to enter one step. It is-

so different with the Christians and their

holy places ; they enter with holy boldness

into the most sacred places, and they go

to such places that they may pray to God

for pardon through His son Jesus Christ,,

and they believe that they come away in

the enjoyment of Divine forgiveness.

Let me tell you what I know to be tru&

in a case that came under my personal
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notice. A poor widow told me her own

story. I wish to tell it to you as nearly

as possible in the very words which she

herself used :—

' It was in this lonely farm-house that

my poor husband sickened and died many

years ago. We brought up eight children

under this thatched roof, and did all we

could for them out of seventeen shillings

a week ; more than seventeen shillings a

week we never had, indeed for many

years we had not more than fourteen.

My poor husband never complained. He

never even asked his employer for more

wages. He was a very silent and patient

man, always telling me and telling him

self that a contented mind is a continual

feast. My husband used to tell me that

when he died I should find a "Will under

his pillow; and of course I smiled, because

I knew he had no property to leave. I
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knew that he had a good character to leave

to his children, but beyond that they would

inherit nothing from their most loving

father. When he used to tell the boys

that there would be a Will under his pillow

when he died they also would smile, and

the youngest of them would leap on his

knee and kiss him; and I sometimes

thought that to get those sweet kisses from

his darling children was his reason for

talking about the impossible Will.

' And yet it all turned out to be true !

When his last sweet breath escaped his

lips and he was at rest with God, we did

discover a small piece of paper under his

pillow,—the only feather pillow we had

in all the house. Our poor beds have

always been filled with chaff, but I did

manage, I hardly know how, to get a

feather pillow for my dying loved one. I

have that pillow to-day. No other head has
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lain upon it. If you would like to see the

Will I shall show it to you, because I

think the reading of it will do you good.'

I said it would give me great pleasure

to see the Will, if she cared to put it into

the hands of a friendly stranger. As she

turned to go to the little chest of drawers,

where the precious document was kept, I

saw that she drew her poor old hand—

twisted with life-long rheumatism—across

her eyes, as if to remove a tear; and

then she said, in a really cheerful voice,

the vivacity of which surprised me, as

she handed me the paper—

' Here it is, just as I found it and then

she drew her hand over it, as if to remove

invisible dust.

It was poor paper. I took it tremulously,

having a fear upon me that by some un
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imaginable means it might take to itself

wings and fly away. I could have asked

her to join me in holding the Will, so super

stitious was I as to its reality and value.

This was the Will :—

' When the poor and the

needy seek water, and there

is none, and their tongue

faileth for thirst, I, the

Lord, will hear them, I, the

God of Israel, will not for

sake them.'

As I read these words a light from

heaven seemed to rest on the sheet of

paper. Do you know my very heart be

lieved the words as I read them ! The

paper seemed to contain a revelation.

Looking at all the circumstances of the

case, I felt that no human brain could of

itself have conceived a sentiment so

0
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sublime. But that is always the way

with the Christians. They look to God

for bread, and water, and guidance, and

strength, and everything they need for

their whole life.

When I placed the precious paper in

the hands of my poor friend she smilingly

said—

' That is all I have had to live on these

seventeen years, but I tell you with my

very heart that it has been good living.

Not one word has failed. Sometimes my

heart has been very heavy, especially

when at midnight I have had one or two

of the children down with the fever, and

the winter wind has howled round the

thatched cottage, and not a soul to speak to,

as if it would carry the whole away bodily.

It can be very ghostly up here on windy

nights. Everything seems to be talking

then, and the voices are very thrilling.

In my dreariest hours I have taken out
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that piece of paper and read again the

holy words :—

" When the poor and the

needy seek water, and there

is none, and their tongue

faileth for thirst, I, the

Lord, will hear them, I, the

God of Israel, will not for

sake them." '

After a moment or two of sweet bitter

ness, joy deeply braided with mourn

ing, I ventured to say, merely for the

sake of conversation, as I glanced at

the neatly-arranged room, a woman's

hand being visible in all the delicate

poverty—

' You seem to have a nice little

home.'

' Yes,' said she, ' and it is all through

the Will. God furnished this little room.

o 2
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They tell me that God made the sun, and

the moon, and the stars, and all the beau

tiful things we see, and I am quite sure

that He furnished this little place with

His own hands, and that He did it when I

was asleep. You might think I would

know the Will by heart ; and so I do,

every word of it, but that is not the same

as holding it in my hand and reading it.

You see, my John wrote it himself. It is

his own very writing, not very good, per

haps, but good enough for me ; so when I

see it he seems to be quite near, and when

I read it I think I hear his voice rather

than my own.'

' Then you would not like to part with

it?'

'Part with it?' she inquired, as if a

new idea had been suddenly presented.

' Part with it ?' she continued, ' No.

That piece of paper is to be laid on my

heart when I am laid in my coffin. It has
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been meat and drink to me. It has been

music to me. Other people have pianos

and fiddles and flutes, and the head man

on the estate has a musical box ; I have

none of these, but I have the Will, and

that beats all.'

' And what has it done for you ?'

' Done ? everything, child. It has put

heart into me, it has cheered me, it has

sat up at nights with me, it has made my

old gowns so warm that the cold of winter

could not get at me, it has put coals into

the yard when I was quite sure I had

only enough for one day more. Done

for me?' and she kissed the Will and put

it lovingly into the drawer which still

stood open.

Rich men have their bullion in fire

proof safes ; jewellers lock up their dia

monds in strong rooms ; but this poor

soul—yet not poor, but rich—had the Will
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which was ever in her little thatched

cottage as a Light and Song.

That dear woman's little thatched cot

tage has become quite a church to me. I

go back to it mentally whenever I feel

inclined to doubt and fear. There is that

sweet old mother, there stood a living

gospel, a tender and indisputable witness

of the power of truths that are not to be

found out of the Bible.

It seems to me that the inspiration of

the Bible is best proved by such delight

ful instances of its quickening and sustain

ing power. You will observe that in this

case we have a two-fold witness ; not only

the surviving woman, but her suffering

and triumphant husband. My submission

to you is, that if the Bible can work such

miracles we need not go further in proof

of its divine inspiration.
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This dear woman did not complain of

her hard life, or murmur because the

words of the Will, though beautiful, had

not come to anything outwardly useful.

To hearts that do not need them, such

words are simply beautiful, but to hearts

that are broken, and that stand in need of

encouragement, the words themselves arc

a stimulus and a benediction.

My poor friend had one grand text and

she seemed to say : 'This, at all events,

has been proved. At this particular point

my faith cannot be shaken, whatever

mysteries or difficulties may be in the

Bible this is absolutely true in my own

case. I do not ask anyone to argue about

it, because I myself have proved it to be

true.'

I think this is the right way to read the

Bible. Get hold of one grand truth, a

truth you have proved yourself, and hold
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on to that until you are ready to go

further. Do not venture into what is

unknown, but quietly stand upon the

ground which you have proved to be

solid.
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XI.

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE CONTINUED.

I find more and more that this way of

judging their religion is very common

amongst Christians, and, as I have just

said, I think it is most sensible. Their

faith does something for them. They turn

it into a kind of daily bread for the soul,

and gratefully live upon it. When I ask

one and another how they prove their re

ligion to be true, they always point me to

what it has done for those who believe in

it. What better proof can be desired ?
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Suppose you had a pain in your head,

and some one gave you medicine to relieve

it ; and suppose that after taking the medi

cine there was no more pain in your head,

would not that be the very best proof that

the medicine was good for its purpose ?

Suppose you were very hungry, and some

one gave you a food you had never heard

of before, and something that did not look

like the food you had been used to ; and

suppose you were refreshed and strength

ened by it, would not that be proof enough

of the goodness of the food ?

Please think very carefully before you

give your answer, because if you admit

that I am right, you admit, perhaps without

knowing it, the very argument upon which

Christians rest their case. They say—

' Try the medicine, Try the food, Try the

doctrine, and judge by what they do for

you, if you are in pain, or distress, or

need of any kind.'
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I went a few days ago to a little meet

ing of Christian women who were engaged

in making garments for the very poor of

the town in which they live. This very

subject of proving Christianity came up

rather unexpectedly, but I was glad that

it did come up, because I am still in quest

of information respecting the nature and

work of the Christian religion. One in

telligent and sweet-looking woman said,

in the course of the conversation :—

' I cannot but believe the Christian

religion to be true when I remember what

it has done for my own husband. My life

was once a constant misery. I dreaded

the very sound of the man's foot upon the

road as he was coming home, and his own

children fled from him as they would have

fled from a mad dog. Now he is gentle,

loving, and as kind as the day is long.

What did it? Who did it? It was all
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Jesus. My husband gave his heart to

Jesus, and now our home is full of peace

and joy. Do you think I could turn my

back on Jesus ? Can a woman turn her

back upon the best friend she ever

knew?'

I said, ' Certainly not. Whoever Jesus

may be, and whatever men may say about

Him, His very Name has turned the lion

to a lamb, and you must love that name

and never be ashamed of it.'

Then another woman told me her little

private story:—

' I never had a bad husband, but I had

a prodigal son, and Jesus brought him

home and gave him back to me ; so in a

certain kind of way I am twice his mother

and he is twice my son. A man often

comes to our street (at least he used to

come very oftenJ to lecture against Jesus

Cbrist, but he is always frightened when



PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE CONTINUED 205

he sees my Tom in front of him, because

he knows that Tom will get up the moment

the lecturer is done, and will tell the

people what Jesus has done for him ; and

they all know Tom, so they can judge for

themselves. I heard Tom speak one Sun

day afternoon, and it did my heart good.

He spoke like a preacher, although he is

only a working man, working at the foun

dry for eighteen shillings a week, and

every week giving three shillings of it

away to the poor, and he has had no

schooling to speak of. He said :—

' " You all know Tom Jackson, and

what I used to be. You know I could

swear like the worst of you, and you

know that I could drink like a fish, and

you further know that there never was

a bit of mischief in the town that I was

not mixed up with. Very well ; that's

one side of the case. You know what I
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am now. 1 live amongst you, and you

can see me every day in the week. Do I

swear now? Do I drink now? Am I

not just the opposite of all you have ever

known me to be ? Then I ask you, " What

did it?" There never was an effect with

out a cause. In me you see a very strik

ing effect, and I want you to know what

cause has brought it about. I am not

ashamed of the answer I am about to

give you. I am a miracle of Jesus Christ.

I read His life, I thought much about His

wonderful words, I studied all His course

as He lived and talked amongst men ; He

made me ashamed of my sin, He led me

away to His cross, and at the foot of the

cross He offered me pardon if I would con

fess my sins. I said, " God be merciful to

me a sinner ;" and I seemed to get the

answer on the very spot ; and from that

day I have been what is called a converted

man. I am not speaking words only, I
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am living a life amongst you, and I ask

you to judge the words by the life."

' How proud I was of Tom that day !

And what did the lecturer do ? He had

been making a long, and, as he thought, a

clever speech, and he thought he had

broken down the whole Christian argu

ment; but when he heard Tom going on

from sentence to sentence, and when he

saw how attentive all the people were, he

sneaked away ; and as he was leaving the

platform the people laughed at him, and

he made no reply. Tom's little bed-room

is full of beautiful mottoes, in rich gilt

letters, and all the mottoes are about

Jesus :—

" I will give you rest."

"What would Jesus do?"

" For His sake."

" Let not your heart be troubled."
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' Tom seems to feed upon these beautiful

words. They give him strength, and hope,

and joy. There is never a dull moment

in the house when Tom is in it, and Jesus

is the explanation of it all.'

I then told the woman about the Will

which the other poor woman found

under her husband's pillow, and when

I ended the story one of the company

said :—

' That is God's truth, though I do not

know the poor creature. I mj^self have

proved the promises of God. They are no

idle words. The Bible is not waste paper. I

know nothing about learning, and arguing,

and fine long words, but I do know that

when you really and truly want God He

is never far off. Do not ask me to explain

it, for I cannot. There is far too much

explanation going about. I cannot ex
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plain the sun, but I do love the sunlight,

and I cannot do without it.'

Then another woman spoke about her

son Harry, and said :—

' I know that lecturer you have just

spoken about, and a bad mean thing he is.

That man would not open a door without

being paid for it, and he would not part

with a penny to save the body or soul of

any other man. I did, for sure, let loose

my tongue on that wretch. He is a doer

of mischief. If our young people fol

lowed him we should soon be as bad as

we have ever been.

' My Harry has a little wooden place in a

field just outside the town. The field belongs

to a gentleman who lets Harry have it

without paying any rent. All over the

field are nice little wooden huts, they are

not big enough to be called houses. And

p
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who do you think Harry gets to this little

place, which he calls his " settlement " ? I

never saw such a sight in my life. He says

he likes his mother to go up now and then

and see his people. He is amongst them

as a kind of father, for they look to him

for everything, and I believe they adore the

ground he walks on. They are all poor

people, cripples, blind, or half blind ; seve

ral of them are little outcast children, and

Harry makes it the chief joy of his life to

wait upon them all, and to give them what

ever his means will permit. My heart was

quite overcome.

' Jesus did it all. But for Jesus, Harry

would not have been engaged in that

blessed work. I told the lecturer all about

Harry's doings, and I said to him, " Now,

Mr. Lecturer, what does your religion do

for people ? Have you any kind of bene

volent ' settlement ' anywhere? What does
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your religion compel you to do for other

people? It compels you to do nothing,

but beg for yourself. You go up and down

amongst the working folks talking about

Moses, and the Hittites, and the Flood,

and the sun and moon standing still ; and

you try to make your hearers laugh at

the Bible, but what does it all come to ?

Do the poor look to you for help ? Are

the hungry sure that you will give them

bread? Do you ever go out after that

which is lost until you find it? Your

mouth pours out long words which you

do not understand yourself, and you try to

take away the Bible from people who love

it; and the whole thing ends in doing

good to no one. My Harry is the best

answer to all your pompous arguments.

The Jesus who made my Harry what he is

shall be my Saviour, and I will go into

eternity with His sweet name upon my

lips."

p 2
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' And the miserable lecturer sneaked

away from me too. If I had argued with

him he might have beaten me, because he

knows more words than I know. But I

had one fact to keep to, and that fact no

man can take away from me. So long as

Harry lives he will be an unanswerable

proof that Jesus Christ is the Friend and

the Saviour of sinners.'

I have been enquiring into the work of

some of the great Christian Societies, and

I am astounded at the amount of good of

all kinds which they have been enabled to

do.

Jesus Christ laid down a rule about

which I should like to have your opinion.

He said, 1 A tree is known by its fruit.'

Do you believe this ? "Would you apply

it to the affairs of common daily life ? I

think the rule is most reasonable and just.

I mean to apply it to the work which has
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been done by societies of Christians, and

by individual Christians. If the fruit is

bad, I will declare that the tree which bore

it was bad. If the fruit is good, I am

bound to conclude that the tree on which

it grew was a good tree. I have told

you again and again that Christianity

desires to be judged by this simple

rule.

I saw an account in one report of Chris-

lian work on which I am prepared to risk

the whole plea for the excellency of Chris

tianity. One night a policemanwas walking

upon his beat in an English city. Suddenly

his foot struck something that was lying

on the road. Stooping to ascertain what

he had struck, he took up a parcel, and on

opening it discovered a living child. Some

one had thrown the child away, and thus

it came into the hands of the policeman,

who took it to the workhouse for protec

tion. When the case came before the
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authorities they had to agree upon a name

by which the child was to be known. The

child was found on St. Thomas' day, so

they called it Thomas. It was found be

tween two bridges which span the river

floAving through the city, so they called it

Bridges. Thomas Bridges was the new little

pauper in the city workhouse.

Years went by, during which the boy

was brought up according to the rules of

the parish poor-house. In course of time

the boy's mind was awakened to take an

interest in the life and work of Jesus

Christ ; the upshot of which was, that he

expressed a desire to become a Christian

missionary. He made his application to a

Missionary Society, expressing only the

wish that he might be sent to the very

worst field of labour within the knowledge

of the society. He would not go to a

civilised country, with his whole soul he

desired to be sent to the most ferocious
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and abandoned tribes that could be

reached. I wish you to fix your mind

intently upon that point.

A great man of science, Darwin, had

written an account of a country, the

inhabitants of which he described as

hardly human. He did not speak of them

as partly good ; he described them as

absolutely and hopelessly bad. He advised

that British ships should not come near

the country. In his own mind, one of the

most enlightened in the whole civilised

world, he gave up the inhabitants as

utterly hopeless.

To that country Thomas Bridges desired

to be sent as a Christian missionary. To that

country he went, and it was considered

by his best friends that he had gone to his

destruction. Little by little he made his

way. Little by little he got the attention of

one and another ofthe abandoned savages.

His soul was ruled by the very patience of
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Christ. Disappointment after disappoint

ment he accepted as additional reasons for

prayerful perseverance. One short step at

a time he went forward. He endeavoured

to make it known to one or two of the

people that he wished to do them good.

In course of time he made real progress,

and at the end of a few years the country

was civilised, christianised, and well

furnished with homes, and schools, and

churches.

Now I appeal to you as a just man, and

I ask you, ' What did it?' You are bound to

give an answer. You will find an account

of the condition of the country given by

the learned and unprejudiced pen of the

great scientist, Charles Darwin ; after

wards you will find a report of the

missionary's work in the publications of

the British and Foreign Bible Society.

Darwin gave up Terra del Fuego as hope

less, describing it in language full of
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horror and disgust. The Christian apostle

would not give up Terra del Fuego. He

took the Gospel of Christ into it; he lived

the Gospel which he preached. He gradu

ally and securely gained the confidence of

the people, and the result was that Terra

del Fuego became beautiful as the garden

of the Lord.

Now, my dear friend, we must be just.

We know of only one cause for this

wondrous transformation, and that one

cause was the Cross of Christ. If the

Cross of Christ could do this for one

country it could do it for the whole world.

When the missionaries of the Cross see

such results of their holy labour, is it

wonderful that they should be full of joy,

and that they should ardently desire to

subdue India and China and Polynesia

to the sovereignty of the Cross ?

If you can match such an instance out
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of the records of paganism, I beseech, you

to do so, because I do not wish to claim

for Christianity more than is really due to

it. Do not shrink from this task. I would

graciously challenge you to undertake it

and to prosecute it with all possible zeal.

I shall not forget the rule, but shall abide

by it, ' By their fruits ye shall know

them.'

I read something of the same kind in a

great book concerning the early days of

Christianity. According to that book the

life of a slave was of no account in old

Rome. The slaves waited upon the great

lords and ladies at the Roman banquets,

and the historian says that if any one of

the slaves dropped so much as a crystal

vase, or did anything to irritate his lord,

that slave could be thrown into a

fishpond, and no tribunal would inquire

into the shocking disregard of human life.

The same historian says that if a waiting
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maid had given her lady any cause of

offence the lady could cause the poor

offender to be branded with hot irons.

That was the case before Christ was

preached in Rome. After the Gospel be

came known, wherever it was received, it

worked vital and most wonderful charms.

When the Roman lord was converted the

slave instantly became a man in his esti

mation, and he assumed responsibility

towards the slave ; and when the slave

became a Christian, he would sit down

next to his lord when the little Christian

band gathered together at the Christian

ordinance of the Lord's Supper. Whatever

worked this wonderful change was certain

ly a peculiar power. It did not degrade

the lord, it elevated the slave.

The great doctrine of Manhood became

part of the world's best culture. To be

a man was to have a title to respect.
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Poverty itself was dignified. The most

powerful men, when under the influence

of the spirit of Christ, became deeply in

terested in the welfare of the outcast, the

degraded, and the hopeless members of

society.

Here again I must ask you to apply the

simple rule, ' By their fruits ye shall know

them.' Tried by this just test and standard,

what other religion can compare with

the religion of Jesus Christ?—tender in

compassion, inflexible in law, hopeful

under all circumstances of a discourag

ing nature.

My submission is, that only they who

have really tried Christianity can tell what

Christianity is. You do not ask a blind

man to give you an opinion of colour; you

do not ask an ox to calculate the return of

an eclipse ; you do not ask the Icelander to

give you his opinion of the Tropics he has
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never seen and never heard of: why then

should you go to irreligious men to give

you an opinion of religion ; why go to men

who never pray to give you their opinion

on the utility of prayer? Look to the

Christians, where enlightened and honest,

for illustrations of the true nature and real

power of the Christian Faith.

This is the course which I have taken,

with the result that I am daily more

convinced that only the Cross of Christ

can save the world.
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XII.

DICTIONARY FOR BEGINNERS.

In your Christian studies you will come

upon words which will be strange to you.

I will give you a few hints as to what I

think they may mean :—

Atonement.—The work which Jesus

Christ did when He died for the

sins of the world. His death was

not a murder, but a sacrifice on

the divine side. From the human

side Jesus Christ was killed as any
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evil doer would have been ; but

there is a divine side, and on that

side the death of Jesus Christ was

an offering to God on behalf of sin.

By the death of Christ God and

man are made One.

Agnostic.—One who says that if there is

a God it is impossible for the mind

of man to know Him. The agnostic

does not deny the existence of God,

he simply says that if there is a

God it is impossible for the mind of

man to comprehend the idea. The

agnostic forgets that God may have

the power to reveal Himself. He

who made the human mind knows

exactly how much of the Divine

Personality it can receive. Man

must not measure the rain by the

dimensions of his own cistern.

There are rivers as well as cisterns,
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and there are seas as well as

rivers.

Atheist.—One who denies the existence

of God. One who says in plain

terms : There is no God. He must

be a very wise man who is able to

deny the Divine existence,—if not

a very wise man, a man of incredible

folly.

Backslider.—One who instead of keeping

his ground or going forward has

slipped backwards and come to the

point he started from. Backsliding

is possible in knowledge as well as

in morals.

Baptism.—The religious application of

water to a human being. Some

Christians believe in Infant Bap

tism, and others believe in Adult
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Baptism. In both cases there is

Baptism, and that is the vital point.

Some questions are open to two

views, and either view may be held

sincerely.

Bible.—A book. Any book. Now speci

ally used as the name of the Holy

Book of the Christians.

Catholic.—Universal,—including all who

have a common faith, however

much they may be divided in in

tellectual opinion. If you take

all the Christian communions or

churches together, you may speak

of the whole number as the Catholic

Church.

Church.—The body of Christ. A com

munion of Christians bound to

gether in the name of Christ.

Q
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Where two or three are gathered

together in the name of Christ,

obeying His doctrine and breath

ing His Spirit, Jesus Christ is

in their midst, and men who are

united in Christ are united to one

another in the sense of constituting

a church.

Consecration.—The act of giving one's

self wholly to the love and service

of Christ.

Conscience.—The inward authority that

tells you what is right and what is

wrong, what to do and what to

leave undone. Every intelligent

man knows that in his soul there

is such an authority. Conscience

can be enlightened, or darkened,

or perverted. The great object of

the Christian when he is right
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minded, is to have a conscience

void of offence towards God and

towards man.

Development. — Unfolding, advancing,

growing. When the acorn is de

veloped it is an oak. When the

child is developed he is a man.

Development is not necessarily a

change of quality, —the infant and

the patriarch are alike human.

Devil.—The evil power that rules evil

men. He is often thought of as

the spiritual father of such men.

He is the enemy of mankind. He

is the power that would turn men

away from God.

Doctrine.—The doctrine may be single

or may be manifold. There is a

body of doctrine, there is a

Q2
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common doctrine, that which you

believe may be described as your

doctrine.

Death.—The final decay of the body.

There is also moral death. Men

may be dead in trespasses and

sins. Hearts may be dead to one

another.

Deist.—One who believes in the exist

ence of God, but not in His personal

and special providence. The deist

believes that God created the

universe, and left it to take care of

itself or to grow according to His

original design.

Evangelical.—The evangelical doctrine

is that the Son of God entered into

flesh, revealed the Divine Father
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hood, the divine love, and the divine

justice, and delivered Himself up as

a sacrifice for sin. The evangeli

cal believer believes that there is

no salvation but in Jesus Christ,

and not in Jesus Christ as a mere

example, but in Jesus Christ as the

great High Priest of the world.

The evangelical faith exceeds all

others in depth of feeling and in

range of emotion.

Evolution.—The doctrine that all things

animate and inanimate came out of

one germ, or one plasm, or one

microscopical atom. The evolution

ist believes that out of one spark

or pulse or mist all things came.

This doctrine is held by many who

are wise, reverent, and well instruct

ed. It is believed that the time
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may come when both classes of

thought regarding the method of

creation may be reconciled.

Heaven.—The place of rest, and yet the

place of further service beyond the

grave. Christians believe that all

who die in Christ live in a state

of perfect purity and in perfect

Hell.—The place to which the finally

impenitent are sent. Evil is its

own hell. No bad man can be

really and lastingly happy.

Inspiration.—The inbreathing into the

soul of spiritual influence. A man

is inspired when he inhales the air.

Christians believe that God breath

ed Himself into the prophets and
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teachers whose words are given in

the Bible. They do not believe

that such prophets and teachers

invented the things which they

uttered; the Christian belief is

that holy men of old wrote and

spoke as they were moved by

the Holy Ghost.

Invisible.—More than unseen. Realities

that cannot be made visible. The

unseen and the invisible are two

different things. That which is

unseen to-day may be seen to-mor

row, but the invisible can never be

seen.

Orthodoxy.—The commonly accepted be

lief. The opposite word is hetero

doxy, which means departure from

that which is generally accepted as
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true. If the common belief is that

two and two are four, he would be

heterodox who denied the statement,

or put some other statement in its

place. The orthodox doctrine is

that the resurrection of Jesus

Christ was bodily and personally ;

the heterodox view is that the

resurrection was ideal, spiritual, in

fluential. It should be noticed that

heterodoxy often displaces ortho

doxy. What is heterodox to-day

may be orthodox to-morrow. When

you hear that any man is orthodox

the meaning is that he accepts the

common definition of the doctrines

in question.

Priest.—One who serves in holy things.

The word is variously defined.

Sometimes it conveys the meaning

that a priest or officer must come
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between the soul and God. It is

claimed by some that the soul

cannot come into immediate inter

course with God, and can only

reach the Divine throne through

the medium of a priest. There is

another doctrine that, every be

liever in Jesus Christ is by that

fact, a priest. There is a priest

hood of believers. Jesus Christ

has made the church a kingdom of

priests. Jesus Christ Himself is

the great High Priest.

Repentance.—Sorrow for sin. Not sor

row for the mere consequences of

wrong-doing, but sorrow for the

wrong-doing itself. There is a

selfish repentance. The drunkard

repents that he has gone to excess

simply on the ground that his in

temperance has brought punish
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ment upon him. True repentance

is based upon the fact, not that sin

is painful, but that sin is sinful.

' The abominable thing that God

hateth.'

Regeneration.—A new birth. Except a

man be born again he cannot see

the kingdom of God. Regenera

tion is the distinctive work of the

Holy Spirit, and is incapable of ex

planation in words. The mystery

is wrought in the soul, and the soul

knows the happy result. 1 The

Spirit itself beareth witness with

our spirits that we are the sons of

God.'

Sceptic—A doubter ; an inquirer ; one

who asks questions, not that he

may dispute, but that he may find

the truth. Sceptic is a word which
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is often pronounced with a sneer.

Sneering does not belong to the

word in its right interpretation.

There are reverent sceptics. Other

sceptics are irreverent. Scepticism

itself is neither one nor the other.

We must know the character of

the sceptic before we can determine

the nature of the scepticism.

Schism.—Disunion— separation—mutual

conflict—possibly mutual distrust.

These are some of the applications

of the term. The true meaning

goes much deeper. We cannot

be in schism in relation to one

another, simply because opinion

should be the result of individual

conviction. Schism indicates a re

lation of the soul to Jesus Christ.

A schismatic is one who is not in

a right relation to the Divine Head
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of the Church. An oak is not a

schismatic because it differs from

an elm, but a branch may be said

to be schismatic if it tore itself

from the trunk on which it

grew.

Science.—Knowledge. There is natural

science, and there is moral science,

and social science, and the like.

Science is in quest of facts : their

origin, their relation, their combin

ation, and their true meaning.

Science deals with things outward ;

theological science deals with things

spiritual, with the soul in all its

highest aspirations and responsi

bilities.

Sin.—The breaking of the Divine law.

Breach of human law is crime;

breach of Divine law is sin.
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Crime is external and social ; sin

is internal and personal. The soul

in its deepest consciousness is the

truest interpreter of the meaning

of sin.

Temptation.—Trial, pressure on the soul

or on the senses, seduction, allure

ment, enticement to do wrong.

Temptation is not sin. Temptation

resisted is part of our best education.

Jesus Christ was tempted, yet He

was without sin. With every temp

tation God has made away of escape.

' Resist the devil and he will flee

from you.'

Trinity.—The three persons in the God

head. They are called Father, Son,

and Spirit. In the orthodox Chris

tian belief the Three are One. The

common expression is ' the Triune
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God.' Verbal explanation of this

mystery is impossible. We may

approach its meaning by inadequate

analogies—notably, body, soul, and

spirit. In these things man is

triune.

Truth.—The reality of things. The word

truth is very wide in its relation

and meanings. There is mathema

tical truth and there is moral truth,

there is also theological truth. Who

ever is really in quest of truth is by

so much true. It is impossible for

the finite to comprehend the infin

ite, yet the finite may reverently

recognise the infinite, and work out

its ennobling spirit. Jesus Christ

called Himself ' The Truth.' He

said, ' Ye shall know the truth and

the truth shall make you free.' No

man knows all the truth. There is
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a truth that is partial, progressive,

pointing towards completion. Who

soever really desires to know the

truth will in due time discover and

enjoy it.
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EPILOGUE.

Is the Christian religion as mystical and

mysterious and incomprehensible as some

persons would make it out to be ? Is there

any more mystery in the Christian assump

tions than there is in any branch or section

of what is known as science ? There are

undoubtedly men who suppose that the

Gospel deals with subjects so profound

and intricate that the human mind can

not possibly grasp them. Because they

cannot grapple with religion they fly

for comfort and certainty to science. My

contention is that science, truly de

fined, is every whit as profound and
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intricate as the Christian revelation of God.

Mark the definiteness of the challenge,

for I mean it to be nothing less. My sub

mission would be that the line of mystery

lies along the whole course of human life

and inquiry, and is probably, when

thoroughly scrutinised, quite as deep at

one point as another. To a man of science

who had any religious difficulty I should

say, ' If I cannot define God, you cannot

define an atom,—the ultimate atom,—no

man ever saw such an atom,—no man can

describe it,—it lies far down and far back

in the arcana of the universe, it is at the

heart of those essences out of which came

the whole body and apparatus falsely, or

inadequately, described as material. The

ultimate atom is the unknowable secret of

what is called matter,—the unintelligent

and irresponsible god of the infinite bal

loon called Nature.'

B
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It is said that theological propositions

are difficult. I answer, ' So arc the propo

sitions of science.' At the risk of being

tedious, I repeat, that you can no more

understand the one than you can under

stand the other. What sailor understands

the logarithms, admitted to be inaccurate,

by which he determines his latitude and

longitude? What arithmetician can give

the genesis of an Interminate Decimal?

In what manufactured Bethlehem was

that most mystical and incognosible thing

called Asymptote born?—that fantastic

and tricksome line which approaches

nearer and nearer to some curve, but can

never meet it though infinitely extended ?

And what is ' never '? Who knows its

terminus ? Who can forecast its possibili

ties ? If it is endless it must be infinite,

if it is infinite it must be eternal, and be

yond the infinite and the eternal what is
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there in the Christian religion ? Men use

the word ' never ' as if they understand its

meaning. As a word, ' never ' is as incom

prehensible as God. We first secularise a

word and then use it as an argument

against religion. It is a false and mis

chievous procedure, and the most critical

and exacting attention should be called

to it.

It must be understood that what is

difficult at one period of life may be more

lightly treated later on. I have read that

a famous University teacher has found it

almost impossible to explain to beginners

such formulas as, Levers without weight,

Wheels without friction, Liquids not com

pressible. Men of science admit that these

formulas are far from accurate, and their

students do not hesitate to describe such

formulas as figments and assumptions. Yet

E 2
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these despised formulas, justly ridiculed

because of their inaccuracy, very con

siderably help the working out of great

problems and calculations.

If men of science have their initial

assumptions why may not Christianity

take a leaf out of their book ? Without

claiming that the existence of God is

more than an assumption, and doing this

simply for argumentative illustration,

and for the moment only, is it not fair to

see how this assumption works itself out

in the life and growth of those who

accept it ?

In the Bible there is an elaborate as

sumption (so for the moment let us call it)

that there is in the universe a wondrous

Being called God. The question is, ' How

does that assumption work out in the lives

of those who accept it ?' Be it observed

that this assumption carries with it more
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than intellectual consent,—it carries with

it the formation of character, the inspira

tion of motive, and the sanctification of the

soul.

No man can thoroughly receive the God

of the Bible into his mind and heart with

out at least striving after holiness. Again

and again let it be said, Godliness is the

proof of God. According to our concep

tion of God will be our conception of

goodness. The divine existence is not a

capricious theorem, it is the most power

ful disciplinary factor in human experi

ence. If the man of science assumes his

ultimate atom, I see no reason why the

man of faith should not assume the living

God.

It is singular how very great some

minds are in the direction in which no

moral prejudice arises. Such minds can
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pick up science as a very little thing.

Your natural-philosophy propositions are

nothing to them. They instantly under

stand that—

' The radius of curvature of the

neutral line is to the distance of

the neutral point as the original

length of the axis to the altera

tion of that length, or as a certain

quantity to the external force ;

and this quantity has been termed

the modulus of elasticity.'

Little paltry conceptions of this sort

are nothing even to the untrained tyro

in science. He sees through such trifles

in a moment, and intellectually despises

them, because of his own conscious su

premacy. But say to that same tyro,

' Blessed are the pure in heart for they

shall see God,' and instantly he finds
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himself to be in the immeasurable and

impalpable region of the Unknown and

the Unknowable. Science deals in sim

plicities : religion deals in complexities.

Such is his brief and idle creed. His

gigantic mind sees at a glance that—

' Calling the horizontal absciss

x, and the vertical ordinate y, the

tangent of the inclination will be

~ which, in the case of a parallo-

piped, must be proportional to the

distance from the contiguous ends,

and x - consequently x d x

= in d y and ~ = m y, which is

the equation of a parabola.'

He sees no difficulty in superficial state

ments of this kind. He came into the

world to absorb them and to hold them in

intellectual contempt. If that same man

heard Jesus Christ say, ' If any man
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thirst let him come unto Me and drink,'

he would complain of mystery, incom-

prehensibleness, unknowableness, and the

like.

What can be the explanation of this ?

Does he ' not like to retain God ' in his

knowledge ? Does he prefer to deal with

propositions remote from conscience ? Is

he willing to have abundant accommo

dation for Belief in his intellect, but no

accommodation for Belief in his heart ?

When the tyro of penetrating and

powerful mind studies the works of

Olav Roemer, he walks step for step with

the learned Dane. When Roemer tells

him that Jupiter is 475,693,000 miles

distant from the sun, he simply nods

his head without ever thinking that

he is dealing with the infinite. When

Thomas Young explains to him his un-

dulatory theory of light, he smiles upon

Young as having come too late into the
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possession of a theory which he himself

had known from his infancy. It is simply

nothing to the learned tyro when he is

asked to accept the law that ' the motion

of every particle of water is the algebraic

sum of all the motions imparted to it.'

The erudite Dane, already quoted, has

determined the velocity of light to be

192,500 miles a second. The mind can

see through that in a moment. And yet

recent science has declared that the

velocity of gravitation is at least eight

million times greater than the velocity of

light. Who can stumble at so mean a

proposition ?

But when it is said that ' God is love'

we enter into mysteries from which the

limited human mind shrinks in awe and

dismay. When we are told that Jesus

Christ died for the sins of the world, the

human mind reels under the overwhelm

ing load of mystery. Yet how easily and
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happily that moves in view of the proposi

tion that—

' The mean velocity of propa

gation in dry air at 0° C. of a

wave produced by the discharge

of a pistol, and reckoned from

the mouth of the gun to the

moment when it is so enfeebled

as to be no longer able to agitate

the most sensitive membranes,

is 330-G metres.'

Yet if the man who can so readily under

stand and apply this law were told that

God had spoken to the heart of man, and

has revealed Himself in the Person of

Jesus Christ, he would instantly take re

fuge in the Unknowable ! The fact is that

the constitution of such a man has been

torn asunder, so that he has become all

intellect and no heart ; and it would seem

as if the intellect endeavoured to make



EPILOGUE 251

up by expansion of credulity what has

been lost by the practical extinction of the

affectional and emotional nature. Some

heretics try to make up for their heresy

in one direction by their exaggerated

and persecuting orthodoxy in another.

If one thing could be remembered by

all Christians, the spiritual union of

Christendom would be at once accom

plished. After His resurrection Jesus

Christ appeared to His disciples, and on

one occasion He appeared to five hundred

brethren at once. He appeared to Mary;

He appeared to Peter ; He appeared to

the gathered disciples ; and then the re

cord says,—' He appeared in another form

to two of them as they walked into the

country.'

For want of remembering the expression

' in another form ' men have been divided

from one another, and have set up false
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standards, and have further issued un

authorised certificates of orthodoxy. It

is a fatal error to suppose that Jesus Christ

always appears to all men in precisely the

same ' form.' One would think such an

error impossible, but, as a matter of fact,

it is at work on every side, and the mis

chief of its operation is incalculable.

It would seem as if a divine purpose

ran through the variety of Christ's post-

resurrectional appearances. Why not ap

pear to all at once ? Why not appear in

rigid uniformity of manner and presence ?

Why should one appearance differ from

another by so much as a hair's breadth ?

If the men to whom Jesus Christ visibly

appeared were to bear testimony, probably

no two of the testimonies would verbally

agree. Yet it was the same Christ,—yet

they were the same disciples !

It is even so to-day that Jesus Christ
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comes amongst men. He comes to us

according to our temperament, our heredity,

our environment, and our personality in all

its subtle and conflicting expression. That

is the one great lesson which the Church has

to learn. I could imagine witnesses com

ing forward and each in his own way bear

ing testimony to the tender presence and

gracious power of the Saviour. Thus :—

' I was in great darkness.

The whole world was one

great cloud without a star.

In the very density of my

gloom a light suddenly

shone upon me and I saw all

things in their right magni

tude and proper relation.

The light struck my under

standing and my heart, and

under its radiance all things

became new. I knew not
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the origin of the light nor

did I know its meaning at

the first, but little by little

I began to see that Jesus

Christ is the light of the

world, and that He comes to

men by sudden illumination

of the whole horizon, and in

that hour of release from the

prison of darkness I saw

how true are the words

when Jesus said of Himself,

' I am the light of the world.'

Jesus came to me as light.

Whenever I see cloudless

light I remember the holy

day on which He dissolved

the clouds of my doubt and

fear, and shone upon me like

a summer morning.'

That is one man's testimony. Nothing
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can shake his conviction. If he had not

himself seen the light he could not have

been persuaded of the luminousness of

Christ's personality, for no man can imag

ine light,—no man who has not seen the

sun can dream its mid-day splendour.

Here is ' another form ':—

' I was in great sorrow.

Death had darkened my

home. The very ground

seemed to reel under my

feet. No man could speak

a word to which my heart

would listen. But, somehow,

in the very midnight of my

desolation, a voice of hope

sounded in my heart; it

came like music from afar ;

there was no cry in the

tender tone such as the out

ward ear could hear ; but
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there was a minor music

which at once caught and

enthralled the heart's atten

tion. I heard such music

as this,—' Let not your

heart be troubled, neither

let it be afraid:' 'Blessed

are the dead that die in the

Lord:' 'The Lamb shall

lead them unto living foun

tains of waters :' ' They are

not here, they are risen :'

and in that glad hour I was

grateful that my loved one

had passed from the wil

derness into the garden of

God. It was in the form of

Sympathy that Jesus Christ

appeared to me. He came

to support my heart in the

direst assault ever made

upon it. He rebuked the
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enemy and drove off the

spirits that would have over

whelmed me ; and in that

hour of comfort I knew that

it was Jesus who came to me

and filled me with the enrap

turing sense that He Himself

was the Resurrection and

the Life.'

This second testimony is in a sense the

counterpart of the first. In the one case

there was great intellectual illumination,

in the other there was tender ministry,

healing the bruised spirit. The forms

were different, the glorious Personality

was the same. Should these two hearts

be disunited because the appearance, or

form, could not be stated in identical

verbal terms ? The very thought is

impious and revolting. Here is another

instance of variation :—

s
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' I was standing idle in

the market-place. I had in

tellectually accepted Chris

tianity, and had even united

myself to a specific com

munion. But I was enjoying

myself, taking my ease, and

leaving the care of the world

to the God who made it.

Suddenly there came into

my heart the conviction that

idleness was crime, that

neglected responsibilities be

came aggravated guilt, and

that I was bound to be a

brother and a helper to

every man to whom I could

minister. I seemed in that

moment to be born again. I

6aw that I must be up and

doing, and that it was im

possible for me to love God
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with my whole heart without

loving my neighbour as my

self. So I prayed Christ to

send me into His vineyard,

and He answered my prayer j

and, since I have been

working lovingly for Him,

I have clearly known that

Jesus Christ appeared to

me in the form of a Social

Servant, teaching me that

piety without beneficence

is either sentiment or

hypocrisy.'

Jesus Christ did not appear to the last

man as He appeared to either of the first.

Yet He appeared unto them all. The

resources of the Divine Being are inex

haustible. The, chariots of God are twenty

thousand, and His angels are thousands of

thousands. We must not limit the Holy

s 2
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One of Israel. Let every man be fully

persuaded in his own mind as to the form

in which Christ appeared to him individu

ally, and let all the witnesses combine in

one solid testimony that Jesus Christ has

risen from the dead, and has appeared to

all who love Him.

In 1848 I gave out my first as a boy-preacher,

so the issue of Christian Profiles synchronises

with my pulpit jubilee. It ought to go for

something that when a man testifies as to the

power of the doctrine of Christ he has the ex

perience of fifty years to fall back upon. Having

paid much attention to Agnosticism, Secularism,

Altruism, Socialism, and other theories and phil

osophies of life, I here set it down as my de

liberate conviction that Jesus Christ alone can

save the world. My belief is that ecclesiastical

creeds and forms may undergo the most radical

changes, but that Jesus Christ Himself will more

and more be seen and felt to be the Light of

the world. No attempt to idealise Him can get
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rid of His discipline, and no attempt to intel-

lectualise Him can curtail the beneficence which

is the vital sign of discipleship. I cannot but

hope that those who read this book attentively

will feel that it gives a calm and fair report of

Christian thought and life, and that it may

safely be put into the hands of all who are

seriously inquiring about the kingdom of God.

That kingdom is surely coming. There is a

warmth in the air which means that the sun of

righteousness is mounting the throne of high

noon, and that ere long the nations will rejoice

in the sunshine of brotherhood and peace.

Through all the glory of cloudless skies I

see the figure of One like unto the Son of Man.

He is coming ; His breath is the life of the

breeze; His smile is the light of the glory.

Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly !

1 give the solemn witness of holy men as to

the central power and effect of Christian faith.

In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall

every word be established. Here is a creed

worthy the signature of the redeemed world in

all the ages of its trouble and expectation :—
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' You may have strong, eagle-eyed Faith : well—you

will probably be enabled to do great things in life, to work

wonders, to trample on impossibilities. You may have

sanguine Hope : well—your life will pass brightly, not

gloomily. But the vision of God as He is, to see the

King in His beauty, is vouchsafed not to science, not to

talent, but only to Purity and Love.'—F. W. Robertson.

'The most acute of reasoners, and most profound of

thinkers, the most instructed in earthly knowledge, is

nothing, except he has also within him the presence of the

Spirit of truth.'—John Henry Newman.

' Let every man hold fast to what he believes. Let him

affirm with boldness the deepest convictions of his heart.

Let him even utter, having first chastened his soul by

profoundest humiliation, his anathema against the advo

cates of error ; but whatever he do, let there ever ring in

his ears as a voice he cannot refuse, and a law he may never

transgress, those words of the Saviour, " Whoever shall do

the will of My Father in Heaven, the same is My brother,

and sister, and mother." '—Samuel Newth.

' In the degree in which we maintain our consecration,

and live in the spirit of surrender, trust, and sacrifice, we

gather the interpretative sympathies which enable us to

understand the life of God.'—Richard Glover.

' Oh ! there are some people you cannot preach to aright.

If the Holy Ghost Himself were to speak, they would ac

cuse Him of being heterodox Peradventure we

may find that our heads are growing, and our hearts are

shrivelling. Some children die early because they get the

rickets. Their heads are too big, poor things. And so

there are many professors with big heads and small hearts.'

—C. 11. Spurgeon.

' We should be content to look into ourselves, search our

own hearts, purge our own souls, soften the evil of our own

passions, and extirpate that insolent and intolerant spirit,

which is at once the cause and the effect of all theological

controversy.'— Buckle.

THE END.
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KINGSMEAD. 3 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 12s.

CLAVERING, VERE

SIN FOR A SEASON. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

HUGH DEYNE OF PLAS IDRYS. 3 vols,

crown 8vo., cloth. 18s.

COMYN, MARIAN

REDIVIVA. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 12s.

CORBETT, MRS. GEORGE

DEB O'MALLYS. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 12s.

CRA1K, MRS.

JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN. Illustrated

by Hugh Rivieee, large crown 8vo., extra cloth,

gilt top. 6s.

Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by Sie John

Millais, Bart. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth, with portrait of Mrs. Craik

by Professor Herkomer. 3s. 6d.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s.

In medium 8vo., cloth, with prefatory note Is.

In medium 8vo., paper cover, with prefatory note. 6d.

A LIFE FOR A LIFE. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

CHRISTIAN'S MISTAKE. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with frontispiece by F. Sandys. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

A NOBLE LIFE. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontis

piece by John Tenniel. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

A WOMAN'S KINGDOM. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with frontispiece by W. Small. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.



FICTION 5

CRAIK, MRS.—continued.

A BRAVE LADY. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece by E. Hughes. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

MISTRESS AND MAID. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece by Sir John Millais, Bart. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

YOUNG MRS. JARDINE. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with frontispiece by J. M. L. Ralston. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

HANNAH. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by

E. Hughes. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

NOTHING NEW. Crown 8vo., cloth, with fron

tispiece by Sir John Millais, Bart. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

THE UNKIND WORD. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece by Henry G. Wells. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

STUDIES FROM LIFE. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece by Holman Hunt. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

A WOMAN'S THOUGHTS ABOUT WOMEN.

Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by F. M.

Miller, 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

HIS LITTLE MOTHER. Crown 8vo., cloth.

3s. 6d.

CRESSWELL, HENRY

THE WOOING OF FORTUNE. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

BROKEN FORTUNES. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.

CANCELLED BONDS. 3vols.cr 8vo., cloth. 18s.

DISINHERITED. 3 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 18s.

WITHOUT ISSUE. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.
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CROSS, MARGARET B.

BLIND BATS. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

CURTIS, ELLA

A GAME OF CHANCE. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.

CUTHELL, EDITH E.

IN CAMP AND CANTONMENT: Stories of

Foreign Service. Crown 8vo., cloth. 8s. 6d.

DASENT, GEORGE WEBBE, d.c.l.

ANNALS OF AN EVENTFUL LIFE. Crown

8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by E. Hughes. 5s.

DENE, NOEL

HETTY'S HERITAGE. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth.

12s.

D1EHL, MRS. ALICE H.

A MODERN HELEN. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth.

12s.

DUNHAM. EMILY J.

A WOMAN'S LOVE LESSON. 3 vols, crown

8vo., cloth. 18s.

EDWARDS, AMELIA B.

BARBARA'S HISTORY. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with frontispiece by J. D. Watson. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

LORD BRACKENBURY. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with frontispiece by Luke Fildks, R.A. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

EDWARDS, M. BETHAM

A STORM-RENT SKY : Scenes of Love and Re

volution. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

BROTHER GABRIEL. Crown 8vo.. cloth. 3s. 6d.

ELLIOT, MISS ANNE

THE WINNING OF MAY. Crown 8vo., cloth.

3s. 6d.

LORD HARBOROUGH. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.



FICTION 7

FANE, VIOLET

SOPHY : or The Adventures of a Savage. Crown

8vo., cloth. 6s.

FARJEON, B. L.

DR. GLENNIE'S DAUGHTER. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

FENN, G. MANV1LLE -

MAHME NOUSIE. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

FERGUSON, V. MONRO

LIFE AGAIN—LOVE AGAIN. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

FORRESTER, MRS.

MY LORD AND MY LADY. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

TOO LATE REPENTED., Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s'.

HARLOW'S IDEAL. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

FOTHERGILL, JESSIE

A MARCH IN THE RANKS. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 3s. 6d.

FRY, C. N. LEIGH

JANET DELILLE. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 12s.

FURLEY-SM1TH, C. G.

AN UNSOUGHT HERITAGE. 2 vols, crown

8vo., cloth. 12s.

GARDINER. LINDA

THE SOUND OF A VOICE. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with frontispiece. 6s.

GISSING, ALGERNON

THE SPORT OF STARS. 2 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 12s.

A VAGABOND IN ARTS. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.
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GRAHAM, SCOTT

THE SHOWMAN'S DAUGHTER. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

GRAHAM, WINIFRED

MERESIA. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

GRANGE, MRS.

A MAID OF'THE WEST. 2 vols, crown 8vo..

cloth. 12s.

HART, MABEL

TWO ENGLISH GIRLS. Cr. 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

FROM HARVEST TO HAYTIME. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 3s. 6d.

IN CUPID'S COLLEGE. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 183.

HARRISON, F. BAYFORD

THE IDEAL ARTIST. 3 vols. cr. 8vo., cloth. 18s.

HA WEIS, MRS.

A FLAME OF FIRE. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

HIGGIN, L.

A CORNISH MAID. 3 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 18s.

COUSIN JEM. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

HOLMES, ELEANOR

IN TIME TO COME. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

A PAINTER'S ROMANCE. Crown 8vo., cloth.

6s.

THE PRICE OF A PEARL. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 1 8s.

THROUGH ANOTHER MAN'S EYES. 3 vols.

crown 8vo., cloth. 18s.

TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW. 3 vols, crown

8vo., cloth. 18s.

HOYER, MARIA A.

GOOD DAME FORTUNE. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.
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HUGO, VICTOR

LES MISERABLES. (Authorised copyright Eng

lish Translation.) Crown 8vo., cloth, with fron

tispiece by Sir John Millais, Bart. 5s.

' JANITA'S CROSS,] Author of

ST. OLAVE'S. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece

by Sir John Millais, Bart. 2s. 6d.

KAVANAGH, JULIA

NATHALIE. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece

by E. M. Miller. 2s. 6d.

ADELE. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by

Sir John Gilbert. 2s. 6d.

KELLY, MRS. TOM

A LEDDY IN HER AIN RICHT. Crown 8vo.,

cloth, with frontispiece. 6s.

LAKE, BARBARA

BETRAYAL OF REUBEN HOLT. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

LARKING, COLONEL CUTEBERT

OF THE DEEPEST DYE. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

LE CLERC, M. E.

SWORN ALLIES. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

MISTRESS BEATRICE COPE. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 3s. 6d.

A RAINBOW AT NIGHT. Crown 8vo., cloth.

3s. 6d.

ROBERT CARROLL. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

A BOOTLESS BENE. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth.

12s.

LEMORE, CLARA

PENHALA: A Wayside Wizard. 3 vols, crown

8vo., cloth. 18s.
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LINTON, MRS. E. LYNN

THROUGH THE LONG NIGHT. Crown 8vo.,

cloth, with frontispiece by Laslett J. Pott. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

LUCAS, REGINALD

HOIST WITH HER OWN PETARD. 3 vols,

crown 8vo., cloth. 18s.

LYALL, EDNA

DONOVAN : A Modem Englishman. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

WE TWO. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

IN THE GOLDEN DAYS. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

KNIGHT ERRANT. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

WON BY WAITING. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

A HARDY NORSEMAN. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

TO RIGHT THE WRONG. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

MAC DONALD, DR. GEORGE

DAVID ELGINBROD. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece by E. Hughes. 5s.

ROBERT FALCONER. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece. 5s.

ALEC FORBES. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontis

piece by E. Hughes. 5s.

SIR GIBBIE. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece

by E. Hughes. 5s.

SALTED WITH FIRE. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

MACDONALD, REV. J. M.

THUNDERBOLT. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

MAJENDIE, LADY MARGARET

ON THE SCENT. Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

MARTIN, MRS. HERBERT

A LOW-BORN LASS. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

GENTLEMAN GEORGE: A Story without a

Heroine. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

SUIT AND SERVICE. 2 vols. cr. 8vo., cloth. 12s.
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'MARGARETAND HER BRIDESMAIDS;

Author of

VALLEY OF A HUNDRED FIRES. Crown

8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by Sir John Mil-

lais, Bart. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

MASON, FINCH

THE TAME FOX: and Other Stories. With

coloured illustrations by the Author. 1 vol.

large crown 8vo., extra cloth. 7s 6d.

MIDDLETON, COLIN

THE FOOL OF DESTINY. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.

INNES OF BLAIRAVON. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.

MOLES WORTH, MRS.

MISS BOUVERIE. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

NEAL, ELIZABETH

COMING OF AGE. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 12s.

FRIEND OR RIVAL. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth.

12s.

NEWTON, MRS. F. HA Y

A GIRL OF YESTERDAY. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

NICHOLSON, JESSIE L.

AFTER LONG WAITING. 2 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 12s.

'TWIXT WILL AND WILL NOT. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

NORTON, HON. MRS.

LOST AND SAVED. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece by Sir John Millais, Bart 5s.

NORWAY, MRS. G.

TREGARTHEN. 3 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 18n.
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OL1PHANT, MRS.

ADAM GR^ME OF MOSSGRAY. Crown 8vo.,

cloth, with frontispiece by Birket Fosteb. 5s.

Crown 8vo,, cloth. 2s. 6d.

THE LAIRD OF NORLAW. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with frontispiece. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

AGNES. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by

John Tenniel. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

A ROSE IN JUNE. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece by H. G. Wells, os.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

PHCEBE JUNIOR. Crown 8vo., cloth, with fron

tispiece by E. Hughes. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

IT "WAS A LOVER AND HIS LASS. Crown

8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by J. Laslett

Pott. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

JANET. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

OVIDA

A HOUSE PARTY. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

PERRIN, ALICE

LATE IN LIFE. 2 vols, crown. 8vo., cloth. 12s.

POYNTER, E. FRANCES

MY LITTLE LADY. Crown 8vo., cloth, with

frontispiece by E. J. Poynter, P.R.A. 5s.

REA, ALICE

DALEFOLK. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

READE, COMPTON

BROKEN THREADS. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.
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ROBINS, G. M.

THE IDES OF MARCH. Crown 8vo., cloth.

3s. 6d.

HER POINT OF VIEW. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

IN THE BALANCE. 3 vols, crown 8vo., cloth.

18s.

TO SET HER FREE. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth.

12s.

THE SILENCE BROKEN. Small crown 8vo.,

cloth. 2s.

ROBINSON, F. W.

NO CHURCH. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontis

piece by John Tenniel. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

GRANDMOTHER'S MONEY. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with frontispiece by John Tenniel. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth, 2s. 6d.

YOUNG NIN. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

RUSSELL, W. CLARK

THE DEATH SHIP. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

SAGON, AMYOT

AN AUSTRALIAN DUCHESS. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

A FAIR PALMIST. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

SALWAY, REGINALD E.

THE ONE ALTERNATIVE. 2 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 12s.

VENTURED IN VAIN. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth.

12s.

SERGEANT, ADELINE

MISS BETTY'S MISTAKE. Cr. 8vo., cloth. 6s.

CASPAR BROOKE'S DAUGHTER. Crown

8vo., cloth. 38. 6d.

SIR ANTHONY. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

ERICA'S HUSBAND. 2 vols. cr. 8vo., cloth. 12s.

THE CLAIM OF ANTHONY LOCKHART.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.
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SERGEANT, LEWIS

THE CAPRICE OF JULIA. Cr. 8vo., cloth. 6s.

SHARER, W. RAISEECK

ONE HEART—ONE WAY. Crown 8vo., cloth.

6s.

SHIPTON, HELEN

ALSTON CRUCIS. 3 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 18s.

SNEYD, PAMELA and BRITIFFE SKOT-

TOWE.

AN ISHMAELITE INDEED. 2 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 12s.

STUART, ESME

A MINE OF WEALTH. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.

SWAN, MYRA

SHALLOWS. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 12s.

SYRETT, NETTA

THE GARDEN OF DELIGHT : and Other Fairy

Tales. Large 8vo. , extra cloth, with illustrations

by Nellie Strett. 5s.

TENCH, MARY F. A.

WHERE THE SURF BREAKS. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

' THE VALLEY OF A HUNDRED FIRES;

Author of

MARGARET AND HER BRIDESMAIDS.

Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by J. M.

Miller. 5s

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

TOTTENHAM, B. LOFTUS

A HEART'S REVENGE. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.
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VANCE, FERROL

A WOMAN IN TEN THOUSAND. 3 vols,

crown 8vo., cloth. 18s.

VANDELEUR, JUDITH

VAL : A Story of the Tivy-side. 2 vols, crown

8vo., cloth. 12s.

VENN, MRS.

THE HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 3s. 6d.

1 VERA,' Author of

NINETTE. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

VINCENT, VIN

THE WHITE AIGRETTE. 3 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth. 18s.

VINTRAS, LOUIS

LADY FOLLY. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

A PAGAN SOUL. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

WARBURTON, ELIOT

DARIEN. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece by

Bieket Foster. 5s.

WARDEN, GERTRUDE

THE WOOING OF A FAIRY. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

WHITBY, BEATRICE

AWAKENING OF MARY FENWICK. Crown

8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

ONE REASON WHY. Crown 8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.

PART OF THE PROPERTY. ' Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 3s. 6d.

IN THE SUNTIME OF HER YOUTH. Crown

8vo., cloth. 3s. 6d.
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WHITBY, BEATRICE—continued.

MARY FENWICK'S DAUGHTER. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 3s. 6d.

A MATTER OF SKILL. Crown 8vo., cloth.

3s. 6d. '

SUNSET. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

WILLS, C.J. and GODFREY BURCHETT

THE YOKE OF STEEL. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

WINTON, W. H. Be

THE FORBIDDEN SACRIFICE. 3 vols, crown

8vo., cloth. 18s.

WOODGATE, W. B.

TANDEM. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 12s.
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BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY

ASTLEY, SIR JOHN DVGDALE, Bart.

FIFTY YEAKS OF MY LIFE, In the World

of Sport at Home and Abroad. 2 vols, demy

8vo., cloth, with portraits. 30s.

Crown 8vo., cloth, with portrait. 6s.

Small crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

BELL, MACKENZIE

CHRISTINA ROSSETTI: A Biographical and

Critical Study. 1 vol. demy 8vo., cloth. With

Portraits and Facsimiles. 12s.

FREER, MARTHA WALKER

LIFE OF JEANNE D'ALBRET ; Queen of

Navarre. Crown 8vo., cloth, with portrait. 5s.

HATTON, JOSEPH

REMINISCENCES OF J. L. TOOLE THE

COMEDIAN : Related by Himself, and chron

icled by Joseph Hatton. Illustrated by Alfred

Bryan and W. H. Margetson. Crown 8vo.,

cloth. 6s.

JEAFFRESON, JOHN CORBY

THE REAL LORD BYRON. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with portrait of Lord Byron by T. Phillips,

R.A. 5s.

A BOOK OF RECOLLECTIONS. 2 vols, crown

8vo., cloth. 21s.

LADY HAMILTON AND LORD NELSON.

New and Revised Edition. Large crown 8vo.,

cloth, gilt top, with portrait of Lady Hamilton.

6s.

LESTRANGE, REV. A. G.

LADY BELCHER AND HER FRIENDS.

Demy 8vo., cloth 12s.

THE LITERARY LIFE OF THE REV. WIL

LIAM HARNESS: Vicar of All Saints,

Knightsbridge. Demy 8vo., cloth. 15s.
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0L1PHANT, MRS.

THE LIFE OF EDWARD IRVING. Crown

8vo., cloth, with portrait of Edward Irving. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.

PARRY, CAPT. S. H. JONES

AN OLD SOLDIER'S MEMORIES. Demy 8vo.,

cloth, with portrait. 12s.

ROBINSON, MR. SERJEANT

BENCH AND BAR : Reminiscences of one of the

Last of an Ancient Race. Crown 8vo., cloth,

with appendix and portrait. 3s. 6d.

SHEE, WILLIAM ARCHER

MY CONTEMPORARIES, 1830—187Q. Demy

8vo., cloth. 12s.

STORY, REV. ROBERT HERBERT

LIFE AND REMAINS OF ROBERT LEE,

D.D. : with Introductory Chapter by Mrs. Oli-

phant. 2 vols, demy 8vo., cloth, with portrait. 30s.

WISEMAN, H. E. CARDINAL

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LAST FOUR

POPES. Crown 8vo., cloth, with four por

traits in steel. 5s.

WITT, MADAME De

MONSIEUR GUIZOT IN PRIVATE LIFE,

1787—1874 : From the French by Mrs. Simp

son. Demy 8vo., cloth. 15s.

YONGE, PROFESSOR CHARLES DUKE

LIFE OF MARIE ANTOINETTE. Crown 8vo.,

cloth, with portrait. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.



TRAVELS 19

TRAVELS

BEATON, REV. P.

SIX MONTHS IN REUNION; A Clergyman's

Holiday, and how he Passed it. 2 vols, crown

8vo., cloth. 21s.

BREMER, FREDR1KA

TRAVELS IN THE HOLY LAND. Translated

by Mart Howitt. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 21s.

BUSH, ELIZA C.

MY PILGRIMAGE TO EASTERN SHRINES.

Demy 8vo., cloth. 15s.

GRETTON, MRS.

THE ENGLISHWOMAN IN ITALY. Crown

8vo., cloth, with frontispiece, as.

VESTRANGE, REV. A. G.

FROM THE THAMES TO THE TAMAR : A

Summer on the South Coast. Demy 8vo., cloth,

with illustrations. 15s.

YACHTING ROUND THE WEST OF ENG

LAND. Demy 8vo., cloth, with illustrations.

15s.

MAC MAHON, MAJOR-GENERAL A. R.

FAR CATHAY AND FARTHERINDIA. Demy

8vo., cloth, with eight full page illustrations. 12s.

SPENCER, CAPTAIN

TRAVELS IN FRANCE AND GERMANY IN

1865—1866. 2 vols, crown 8vo., cloth. 21s.

WARBURTON, ELIOT

THE CRESCENT AND THE CROSS. Crown

8vo., cloth, with frontispiece. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.
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HISTORY

CLEVELAND, ARTHUR RACKHAM

WOMAN UNDER THE ENGLISH LAW:

From the Landing of the Saxons to the Present

Time. Large crown 8vo., cloth. 7s. 6d.

DISRAELI, I.

THE LIFE AND REIGN OF CHARLES THE

FIRST. New and revised Edition, with preface

by B. Disraeli, M.P. (the late Lord Beacons-

field). 2 vols, demy 8vo., cloth. 28s.

GARDINER, SAMUEL RAWSON

PRINCE CHARLES AND THE SPANISH

MARRIAGE. A Chapter of English History,

1617—1623, from unpublished Documents in the

Archives of Simancas, Venice, and Brussels.

2 vols, demy 8vo., cloth. 30s.

£ESTRANGE, REV. A. G.

THE PALACE AND THE HOSPITAL: or

Chronicles of Greenwich. 2 vols, crown 8vo.,

cloth, with illustrations. 21s.
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MISCELLANEOUS

BURKE, SIR BERNARD

FAMILY ROMANCE : or Domestic Annals of the

Aristocracy. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontis

piece. 5s.

BURKE, PETER (Sergeant-at-Law)

THE ROMANCE OF THE FORUM : or Nar

ratives, Scenes, and Anecdotes from Courts of

Justice. Crown 8vo., cloth, with frontispiece. 5s.

CRAIK, MRS.

PLAIN SPEAKING. Crown 8vo., cloth. 6s.

CUMMING, REV. JOHN, d.d.

DRIFTWOOD, SEAWEED, AND FALLEN

LEAVES. 2 vols, post 8vo., cloth. 21s.

DIXON, W. HEPWORTH

NEW AMERICA. Crown 8vo., cloth, with por

trait of Author. 5s.

HARE, FRANCIS AUGUSTUS

THE LAST OF THE BUSHRANGERS. An

Account of the Capture of the Kelly Gang.

Crown 8vo., cloth, with eight full page illus

trations. 3s. 6d.

HUNT, LEIGH

THE OLD COURT SUBURB. Crown 8vo.,

cloth, with frontispiece. 5s.

Crown 8vo., cloth. 2s. 6d.
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JEAFFRESON, JOHN CORDY

A BOOK ABOUT DOCTORS. Crown 8vo.,

cloth, with frontispiece. 5s.

LODGE, EDMUND

THE PEERAGE AND BARONETAGE OF

THE BRITISH EMPIRE : As at present ex

isting, arranged and printed from the personal

communications of the Nobility, under the Gra

cious Patronage of the Queen's most Excellent

Majesty. Sixty-sixth Edition, revised and en

larged, with the arms of the Peers. Royal 8vo.,

extra cloth, gilt edges. 31s. 6d.

MRS. OLIPHANT, and Others.

WOMEN NOVELISTS OF QUEEN VIC
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